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Response Efforts 
  Florida State and Federal animal and wildlife 

officials working jointly 

 Fly-trapping to determine the extent of  
infestation  

 Disease surveillance to identify additional 
cases 

 Prevent infestation from spreading to new 
areas 

 Elimination of  New World screwworm flies 
from the affected Keys 

Sterile fly release twice weekly at several 
locations  

Approximately 1.9 million flies per week 
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Overview 
 
 

Animal Health 
Checkpoint 

 Outreach 
 Veterinarians 
 Residents 
 Posters/brochures 
 1-800-HELP-FLA 
 Key Deer Refuge 

treatments 



Disease Surveillance 
Branch-Animal Checkpoint 

 Office of  Agricultural Law Enforcement  

 Veterinary Support  

 Animal Inspectors  

 

 Key Largo on US 1; “Mandatory” 
inspection of  all animals 

Treatment required for all livestock 

Companion Animals with wounds were 
closely examined. 

 



Animal Health Check Point 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Livestock Treated at Keys Interdiction Stations 
 
This detection of the screwworm in Monroe County is the first detection in Florida in 50 years, and the 
screwworm poses a significant threat to animals. Early detection is key, and the public’s support of 
reporting suspected cases and having their animals checked prior to leaving the Keys is crucial. 

In an effort to eradicate the screwworm and prevent its spread, the department has established an 
Animal Health Check Zone and will be checking animals for the presence of screwworm at mile marker 
106. Only vehicles transporting animals will need to pull into the interdiction station for inspection.  

At the Animal Health Check Zone, it was determined that your livestock are required to receive 
protection through the administration of a product that will protect both your animal(s) and the 
animals of the State of Florida.   The products used for treatment were selected as the best 
option for these animals and environmental conditions.  The products do have specific labeling 
which requires that Withdrawal periods following treatment are in effect for use of these 
animals or their products for human consumption.  Please adhere to the table below for 
withdrawal following treatment.  Please do not slaughter animals or use eggs/milk until after 
withdrawal period has passed. Treatment was provided as either moxidectin or permethrin. 
 
Species of Animal /Treatment Meat withdrawal Egg/Milk withdrawal 
Poultry/moxidectin (topical) 28 days Eggs - 7 days 
Goats/moxidectin(topical) 1 day Milk - 1 day 
Sheep/moxidectin (oral) 11 days N/A 
Pigs/permethrin (topical) 5 days N/A 
Cattle/moxidectin(topical) 0 days 1 day 
 
Thank you for assisting in the very important protection of the Florida's livestock industries.   







Hurricane Matthew 



Luckily, it missed us! 
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For Veterinarians 
 
Submission Kits 
Phone calls 
Clinic visits 
Updates at Meetings 



For Residents 
 
Community Outreach 
Flyers/Posters 
Radio/Media  



Targeted Outreach 
 
Veterinary Medical Associations 
Vet Hospitals 
Marinas 
Groomers 
Pet Stores 
State Parks 
Realtors 
Town Meetings 
 
 





Bilingual Posters 



Posters Around Town 

 Grocery stores 
 Gas stations 
 Restaurants 
 



1-800-HELP-FLA 

 General information 
about caller and 
address, if calling in 
regards to suspected 
case. 
 

 Information distributed 
to multiple people. 
 

 Follow up on resolution. 



 
 
Dedicated Website  

FreshFromFlorida.com
/Screwworm 
 Education 
 Get daily updates 
 Submit photos for 

review 
 Resources 



Disease Surveillance Branch 
 Animal Health Checkpoint 
 Outreach and Investigation 

 Resources for vets, public, pet stores, 
groomers, marinas, grocery stores, dog parks, 
etc. 

 Public meetings 
 Posters, Door hangers, Tri-fold brochures 
 Toll-free Hotline 24 hr/day; 7 days/week 

Investigation of  reports of myiasis 
 Website: 

www.FreshFromFlorida.com/screwworm 
 



What About Deer Treatment?!? 



Deer Treatment 

 Hand Medicating 
 Lure closer with fruits, then give Doramectin 

infused “Power Ring”, aka donuts! 
 Try and mark with paint to show deer was treated. 
 

 

 Treatment Stations 
 Doramectin infused paint rollers 



 





Deer Treatment Station 

 



Deer Treatment Stations 



Actions to Take 

 Monitor animals closely for suspicious 
wounds 

 Notify Authorities Immediately 
 1-800-HELP-FLA (1-800-435-7352) 

 Treat infested wounds with larvicide  
 Closely monitor animal movements out of 

Florida Keys 
 Sick or injured Key Deer 1-888-404-FWCC 

(3922) ext. 7 or 1-305-470-6863 ext. 7. 
 



Additional Resources 
 Internet Resources:  

 Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services 

 www.FreshFromFlorida.com 

 USDA-APHIS Veterinary Services 

 www.aphis.usda.gov/vs 

 USAHA Foreign Animal Diseases “The Gray 
Book” 

 www.vet.uga.edu/vpp/gray_book/index 

 Telephone: 

 1-800-HELP-FLA or 1-800-435-7352 

 

http://www.freshfromflorida.com/
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs
http://www.vet.uga.edu/vpp/gray_book/index


Questions? 
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