
What is Intelligence?
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Leads into Fusion Centers…



4

Florida Fusion Center

(UNCLASSIFIED)

(UNCLASSIFIED)

Service ♦ Integrity ♦ Respect ♦ Quality



5

Florida Fusion Center

(UNCLASSIFIED)

(UNCLASSIFIED)

Service ♦ Integrity ♦ Respect ♦ Quality





Why Is This Important?

•151 planned attacks have been 
prevented since 9/11
•Aggressive local law enforcement
•Informants and Undercovers
•Tips from the public
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Zagats…





SHERMAN KENT, CIA
[The Father of 

Intelligence Analysis]

Quote:

“Intelligence should 
produce knowledge 
upon which a course 
of action can be 
rested.” Tie all together:  we derive Intel 

from info to warn/ inform/ 
assess to lead to an educated 

course of action (ILP)
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What about MP?

• Invest Support

• Tactical

• Fusion Center
• SINS  

• Internal 
Partners



Service ♦ Integrity ♦ Respect ♦ Quality



Service ♦ Integrity ♦ Respect ♦ Quality



Service ♦ Integrity ♦ Respect ♦ Quality



• More of the CIKR side
• Ag stats in FLA
• No one in DS / Intel is 

looking at this

Leads into the Ag 
threat picture…





ACTUAL AGROTERROR EVENTS

• The Monterey Institute of International Studies

– Has catalogued 23 occurrences of chemical or biological 
weapon incidents targeting agriculture between 1915 and 2008. 
• 12 large-scale cases of targeting the food supply including crops (30 

casualties or $100 M)

• Justice Department Report on Animal Rights Extremism

– 313 cases of terrorism involving animal extremist groups in the 
US between 1979 and 1993.  Of these, 79 specifically targeted 
agriculture or food enterprises.

• Aryan Nation (Larry Wayne Harris) arrested w/ Y. pestis

– (1995) Pathogen that causes bubonic plague.  He claimed he 
intended to develop a cure for plague – no doubt he really 
meant to cause an outbreak.  Small animals carry plague – i.e. 
case of dog with plague in U.S. last year.



….MORE

Rash of large-scale mass food poisoning attacks in 
China and India

• 788 students and faculty fell ill from arsenic poisoning 
when a student mixed arsenic in with flour in the 
cafeteria.

• Indiv. Used rodenticide to contaminate dough used at 
a pastry bar – est. 100 killed

• A caterer laced breakfasts with tetramine sickening 
193 students and teachers at a school.

• School principal killed 23 children (ages 4-12) and 
sickened unk number by lacing free school lunches 
with insecticide.



…THE ONES WE DON’T KNOW

AGROTERROR can be impossible to prove if no one 
claims responsibility.

• Medfly – California 1989 – The Breeders – FBI 
investigated – never proven. (Tie back to OFF)

• FMD – Taiwan 1997 – blamed as intentional on 
Chinese – never proven. ($8B / 5M / 4 yrs)

• Citrus Canker – Florida 1996 – CIA received 
information of intentional introduction by Cuba 
– CIA investigated no result.

Current News…





http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-seeds-
economic-espionage-20161031-story.html

Do you know 
this guy / story?

Who is looking at 
these threats?  He 
was from FLA.

Is there any 
industry discussion 
/ outreach?

This is where I 
want IAS to be 
– emerging 
threats

http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-seeds-economic-espionage-20161031-story.html


ALMOST 
DONE!

Last topic – what do I do?



QUESTIONS

Capt. Ben Burns
Office of Agricultural Law Enforcement
• Intelligence Section Commander
• Domestic Security Liaison
• Emergency Coordinating Officer
Ben.Burns@freshfromflorida.com

•

mailto:Ben.Burns@freshfromflorida.com

