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We are still learning about this virus, but it appears that it can spread from people to animals 

in some situations.3,886 cases of dog and cat food  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FDACS The Florida Disaster 

Preparedness Guide for Animals 

and Agriculture developed by the 

State Agricultural Response Team 

(SART) and Emergency Support 

Function 17 (ESF 17) has been 

complete and posted to the SART 

website, flsart.org under the 

“Resources” tab.  

 

This Guide has been developed to 

help County Emergency 

Managers respond to disasters 

that impact animals and 

agriculture within the state of 

Florida. Please use the link 

provided to take you directly to 

the new Florida SART Disaster 

Preparedness Guide, Florida SART - 

State Agricultural Response Team 

(flsart.org).  

 

SART Publishes Florida Disaster Preparedness Guide 

for Animals and Agriculture 

This Guide was developed with the 

collaboration of the Florida SART 

partners from across Florida. Many 

Florida SART partner agencies and 

FDACS staff contributed to this 

Guide through their expertise, 

editing and review. These Florida 

SART partners are recognized 

throughout the Guide by their 

logos.  

 

Florida Disaster Preparedness 

Guide for Animals and Agriculture 

was a collaborative effort and 

would not have been possible if it 

were not for their contribution.   

 

 

 

 
A sample of the Captive Wildlife section 

follows on pages 2-3.  Acknowledgements 

for the guide are found on page 14.   

 

 

 

 

Special Features of this Issue: 
 

• Hurricane Season Prep 

 

• Train with Florida SARC 

 

• Enjoy Food Safe Treats This 

Halloween 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The more you 

know and are 

thinking about this 

kind of stuff, the 

more prepared 

we will be.” 

 
— Dr. Terry Clekis 

Veterinarian, Braden River Animal 

Hospital 

Chair, FVMA’s Disaster Response 

Committee 

Story on page 17.  

 

 

Introducing the new Florida Disaster Preparedness Guide! 

https://flsart.org/resource/DisasterPreparednessGuides/DisasterPreparednessGuides.jsp
https://flsart.org/
https://flsart.org/resource/DisasterPreparednessGuides/DisasterPreparednessGuides.jsp
https://flsart.org/resource/DisasterPreparednessGuides/DisasterPreparednessGuides.jsp
https://flsart.org/resource/DisasterPreparednessGuides/DisasterPreparednessGuides.jsp
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 Continuing Biosecurity Measures for Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza  

 

 
 

The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) and the United States 

Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) have 

confirmed the presence of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in a non-commercial poultry in 

Florida. With the potential for HPAI infections on the rise, it is important to take steps to ensure your 

poultry flock, whether it is commercial or non-commercial, is protected. One way to ensure you are 

protected is by joining the National Poultry Improvement Plan (NPIP). NPIP helps protect Florida’s 

poultry industry from serious disease outbreaks by conducting disease surveillance. This surveillance 

looks for diseases such as Pullorum-Typhoid, Avian Influenza and Exotic Newcastle Disease. This is not 

a guarantee that joining the NPIP program will prevent you from a possible HPAI infection. Poultry 

owners still need to follow strict biosecurity to ensure their flocks are as protected as possible from 

diseases. Previous HPAI infections have been noted on farms that allow free-range poultry. 

 

Biosecurity 

Protecting your birds from disease has always been important. Maintain strict biosecurity measures by 

taking the following precautions to help minimize the risk of introduction of HPAI to your birds and 

protect Florida’s poultry industry. 

 

1. Eliminate opportunities for your birds to interact with wild birds. We know that wild waterfowl are 

carriers of disease, including HPAI. The best way to avoid diseases that wildlife carry is to keep 

domestic animals separated from the wild. 

 

2. If you have birds at home, do not visit another farm, home or facility that also has birds. If you must 

visit another premises, be sure to shower and put on clean clothes and shoes beforehand. 

 

3. Remember that vehicles can be vehicles for disease transmission. Before you drive down the road, 

consider where you are going. Will you be heading to the fair, another farm, or a live bird market? If 

the answer is yes, be sure your vehicle is clean and free of dirt, manure and other organic material. 

 

4. Early detection can help prevent the spread of disease. Knowing the signs to look for and monitoring 

the health of your birds on a regular basis is very important. Some signs to look for include nasal 

discharge, unusually quiet birds, decreased food and water consumption, drop in egg production, 

and increased/unusual death loss in your flock. 

 

5. Report sick and dead birds to state health officials immediately. If your birds appear sick or you 

have experienced increased mortality, report it immediately to the appropriate phone number 

located at the top of this webpage. 

 

 

 
Continued, next page. 

 



 
  

 

Page 5 of 22 ● October 2022 ● Volume 18, Number 10 ● FLSART.org ●   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Is Your Poultry Flock Part of the NPIP? (continued)  
 

For Bird Handlers 

• When working indoors, work in well-ventilated areas. 

• When working outdoors, work upwind of birds to decrease risk of inhaling aerosols such as dust, 

feathers or dander. 

• When possible, wear rubber or latex gloves that are disposable or can be disinfected. 

• When possible, wear protective eye wear or a face shield while handling birds. 

• Wash hands frequently with soap and water. 

• Disinfect work surfaces and equipment. 

• Do not eat, drink or smoke while handling birds. 

 

For Hunters and Others Handling Birds 

• Precautions should include hand washing, proper food preparation, and thorough cooking.  

• Do not handle or eat sick game. 

• Wear rubber or disposable latex gloves while handling and cleaning game, and thoroughly 

wash hands and all knives, equipment and surfaces that come in contact with game. 

• Do not eat, drink or smoke while handling animals. 

• Avian influenza viruses are destroyed by heat and not transmitted through cooked food.  

• All fowl should be cooked thoroughly (well done or 160 degrees F). 

 

Resources 

• www.FDACS.gov/AI 

• USDA APHIS | 2022 Detections of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 

• USDA APHIS | Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) 

• Influenza | Florida Department of Health (floridahealth.gov) 

• www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/ 

• How Infected Backyard Poultry Could Spread Bird Flu to People (cdc.gov)  

• Frequently Asked Questions about Avian Influenza | Avian Influenza (Flu) (cdc.gov) 

 

 

https://www.fdacs.gov/AI
https://www.fdacs.gov/AI
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/2022-hpai
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/defend-the-flock-hpai
https://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/influenza/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/avianflu/avian-flu-transmission.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/avian-flu-faq.htm
https://www.fdacs.gov/content/download/23967/file/NPIP%20English.pdf
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Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Found in Wild Birds in Florida  
 

 
Bird Flu Current Situation Summary | Avian Influenza (Flu) (cdc.gov) Updated September 13, 2022 

 

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) has been monitoring the 

presence of confirmed cases of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) strain: H5 2.3.4.4 in 

a lesser scaup, black vultures and other avian species around Florida. There is a low risk of 

HPAI transmission to humans and, to date, there has only been one known human infection 

in North America. 

 

To prevent the spread of HPAI, the public should avoid handling sick or dead wildlife, prohibit 

the contact of domestic birds with wild birds, and report wild bird mortalities to FWC so 

deaths can be investigated. Please be advised that because HPAI is not treatable and is 

easily transmitted in wild birds, some wildlife rehabbers may not be accepting these animals 

at this time. Those with free-range chickens are at higher risk of HPAI infection due to lack of 

security and close proximity to wild birds. 

 

 
 

The FWC is working closely with the United States Department of Agriculture-Wildlife Services, 

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, University of Florida, National 

Wildlife Health Center, Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study, Florida Department 

of Health, and wildlife rehabilitators to investigate mortality events involving wild birds.  For 

more information on HPAI in wild birds, visit the FWC Avian Influenza website.     

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/avian-flu-summary.htm
https://app.myfwc.com/FWRI/AvianMortality/
https://myfwc.com/research/wildlife/health/avian/influenza/
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https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/!ut/p/z1/fY87D4IwEMd3PwWLIznA92gcjMTBxwJdmhNaqZQW2mr029sQEl30hv_jcr_hgIyCYOQHMh98HOSXA1H4EFd0QiuUkEFO5nSXJJs4nsb7bbpaRsfNJJqdDtvJOV5A2oMf_luA_GezgR3Ofxjk4tZ1ZA2k0Mqxp4MM20pY2lflqBQXg-Y1jixSfTeU6-Ju-4ZKNChpxVC66ntTCsvQMioU16bpnx1H_m_0VjLOVBm6ioVc6qIOW6OvBhtoa5K_AQFPjoE!/
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Hurricane Season Prep 

 
As Florida enters the height of Hurricane Season, it is important to take stock of your personal resources 

that you have available to get you through, at minimum, the next 72 hours following a storm. As we look 

at our neighbors in Jackson, Mississippi, we see how important having a plan can be. After a hurricane, 

many people find themselves without clean water and without power.  Ready.gov states that “water 

quickly becomes a precious resource following many disasters.”  

 

 
 

On top of having an emergency reserve of food and water, it is important to have an evacuation plan in 

case an evacuation order has been issued or conditions worsen to the point where it is unsafe to stay in 

your home. At that point, having preplanned destinations to evacuate to is essential. If you have pets, it is 

essential that you take your animal with you as you evacuate as animals do not have a means of 

evacuating on their own. Coordinate with you evacuation location to ensure they will allow you to bring 

your pets. Under Florida Law, if a county opens a shelter for people, they must also open pet friendly 

shelter. You can visits the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services website to view links 

that help you plan for where to go with your pets. 

 

The 2022 Atlantic Hurricane Season runs through November 30, with the historical peak of the season 

occurring in September. While the season has been off to a relatively quiet start, disasters can strike at any 

time. The Division of Emergency Management encourages Floridians to stay prepared and take 

advantage of no-cost and low-cost disaster preparedness activities, including:  

 

• Make a Plan – Every household should have a disaster plan specific to the needs of their household. 

Every individual in the household should assist in developing the emergency plan and understand 

the plan. Visit FloridaDisaster.org/Family-Plan for more information.  

• Know Your Zone, Know Your Home – It’s important for residents to know if they live in an evacuation 

zone, a low-lying, flood-prone area, a mobile home or an unsafe structure during hurricane season. 

It is also very important for residents to know their home and its ability to withstand strong winds 

and heavy rain. This information will help residents better understand orders from local officials 

during a storm. Visit FloridaDisaster.org/Know for more information.  

• Keep Gas Tanks Half Full – Residents should keep their gas tanks at least half full during hurricane 

season to ensure they have enough fuel to evacuate as soon as possible without worrying about 

long lines at gas stations and to avoid gas shortages prior to a storm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jackson%20water%20crisis%20latest%20updates:%20Test%20results%20are%20in,%20but%20still%20don't%20drink%20the%20water%20(msn.com)
https://www.ready.gov/safety-skills
https://www.fdacs.gov/Consumer-Resources/Animals/Animal-Related-Emergency-Response
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDkuNjM0Nzg5NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbG9yaWRhZGlzYXN0ZXIub3JnL2ZhbWlseS1wbGFuIn0.G8ExXG-OjYHqkCB3ag0rBM_gaO0idw_xV3Rl4Op7umg/s/1803500486/br/143777729806-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDkuNjM0Nzg5NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbG9yaWRhZGlzYXN0ZXIub3JnL2tub3cifQ.gVhwweuP_JJ0Kea48kxek7tbsUQo_Avndbo2iEd3IP4/s/1803500486/br/143777729806-l
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Page 12 of 22 ● October 2022 ● Volume 18, Number 10 ● FLSART.org ●   

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In 2021, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the detection of African 

Swine Fever (ASF) in the Dominican Republic (Announcement below). ASF is a foreign animal 

disease. Increased biosecurity and vigilance is warranted. Please report any sick swine with clinical 

signs consistent with ASF to the State Veterinarian’s Office through the e-mail address 

RAD@FDACS.gov, or by calling (850) 410-0900 (during office hours) or 1-800-342-5869 (after hours). 

You can also file a report online.  

 

Clinical signs of ASF in swine can include reddening of the skin, listlessness, vomiting, bloody 

diarrhea, conjunctivitis, lack of an escape response, trembling, complete loss of hind leg 

functioning, and high death loss.  

 

 
 

It is important to note that Classical Swine Fever has been present in Haiti and the Dominican 

Republic for many years and, therefore, the U.S. does not receive pork products or live swine 

imports from either country. The highest risk of ASF introduction into the U.S. is from pork products 

brought in by international travelers via sea or air. The U.S. Customs and Border Patrol has 

increased inspections of products and personal items brought into the U.S from affected countries. 

 

More information regarding ASF can be found on the USDA website. 

Click here for the FDACS Announcement on ASF.  

 

    In the News… 

• Governor Ron DeSantis Commemorates 5th Anniversary of Hurricane Irma, 

Encourages Floridians to Prepare for Historical Peak of Hurricane Season 

 

• Commissioner Nikki Fried Announces $24.8 Million Local Food Cooperative 

Agreement with USDA to Support Underserved Producers 

 

• U.S. sweltered through third-hottest summer on record 

 

 

  

 

 

 

African Swine Fever Update 

 

 

mailto:RAD@FDACS.gov
https://www.fdacs.gov/Consumer-Resources/Animals/Animal-Diseases/Reportable-Animal-Diseases/Report-Animal-Disease
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/swine-disease-information/african-swine-fever
https://www.fdacs.gov/content/download/99687/file/AnnouncementASF-20210802.pdf
https://www.floridadisaster.org/news-media/news/20220909-governor-ron-desantis-commemorates-5th-anniversary-of-hurricane-irma-encourages-floridians-to-prepare-for-historical-peak-of-hurricane-season/
https://www.floridadisaster.org/news-media/news/20220909-governor-ron-desantis-commemorates-5th-anniversary-of-hurricane-irma-encourages-floridians-to-prepare-for-historical-peak-of-hurricane-season/
https://www.fdacs.gov/News-Events/Press-Releases/2022-Press-Releases/Commissioner-Nikki-Fried-Announces-24.8-Million-Local-Food-Cooperative-Agreement-with-USDA-to-Support-Underserved-Producers
https://www.fdacs.gov/News-Events/Press-Releases/2022-Press-Releases/Commissioner-Nikki-Fried-Announces-24.8-Million-Local-Food-Cooperative-Agreement-with-USDA-to-Support-Underserved-Producers
https://www.noaa.gov/news/us-sweltered-through-third-hottest-summer-on-record
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UF/IFAS Florida Gardening Calendars  

 

The Gardening Calendar publications on the UF/IFAS Solutions for Your Life website gives Florida gardeners a 

monthly guide for what to plant and do in their gardens and includes links to useful gardening websites, all based 

on University of Florida research and expertise.  Three different editions of the calendar provide specific tips for 

each of Florida's climate zones—North, Central, and South. 

 

Vegetables to Plant in October - Gardening Solutions - University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural 

Sciences (ufl.edu) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

Counties, Is Your Contact Information up to date on the SART Website? 

 

Please review your county emergency contact information at 

https://flsart.org/resource/countyinformation.jsp.  

If you need to make changes to your county contact 

information, please send a request to LeiAnna Tucker at 

LeiAnna.Tucker@FDACS.gov.  

 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_lawn_and_garden
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP451
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP450
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP452
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/plant-of-the-month/what-to-plant/what-to-plant-in-october.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/plant-of-the-month/what-to-plant/what-to-plant-in-october.html
https://flsart.org/resource/countyinformation.jsp
mailto:LeiAnna.Tucker@FDACS.gov
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 C A L E N D A R     O F      E V E N T S 

Florida State Animal Response Coalition 
Florida State Animal Response Coalition (FLSARC) provides Small Animal Emergency Sheltering 

training for Florida communities. These courses teach the unique procedures, skills, and 

knowledge necessary to build and operate a temporary emergency animal shelter in response 

to natural disasters and animal cruelty cases.  These courses were created and designed by 

experts from many organizations including Florida SART, University of Florida Veterinary 

Emergency Treatment Service (VETS) Team, and leadership of FLSARC.  

Awareness Level Operations Level 

• October 15, 2022 

• December 3, 2022 

• TBD 

To register, visit: https://flsarc.org/training  

SART Monthly Meeting 

Due to Hurricane Ian, the September SART Monthly Meeting was postponed.  The next scheduled 

meeting is October 30th, 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM EST. This meeting will be hosted in Gainesville, Florida.  

Agenda topics include an update on the In-Kind partner contributions, an animal disease 

update, and SART updates.  The SART Monthly Meeting is for SART partner agencies and is not 

intended for the public.  Please contact LeiAnna Tucker at LeiAnna.Tucker@FDACS.gov for 

additional  information.   

 

 

 

 

Florida Disaster Preparedness Guide Thank Yous!  (Continued from page 1) 

 
Thank you to the below contributors. Your help has made the Disaster Preparedness Guide 

possible. 

 

Florida State Agricultural Response Team (Florida SART) 

Angie B. Lindsey, Ph.D., University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences 

Bryan Benson, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

Carissa Wickens, Ph.D., University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences 

Jeremy Dunkley, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

Hyatt Sudano, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

Kevin See, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

Kara Hooker, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

Lawrence Garcia, D.V.M., University of Florida, College of Veterinary Medicine 

Nicholas Morrow, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

Nicole Martin, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

 

 

 

 

https://flsarc.org/training
mailto:LeiAnna.Tucker@FDACS.gov
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https://flsarc.org/training/level-1-awareness-small-animal-emergency-sheltering-course-jefferson
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https://flsarc.org/training/level-1-awareness-small-animal-emergency-sheltering-course-bay
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SART Partner Spotlight: Dr. Terry Clekis 
Presented by FVMA Advocate 

https://fvma.org/
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Food Safety and Food Defense Report 
A special section dedicated to feed and food emergency planning and response.  

FDACS Division of Food Safety is responsible for assuring the public of a safe, wholesome, and properly 

represented food supply through permitting and inspection of food establishments, inspection of food products, 

and performance of specialized laboratory analysis on a variety of food products sold or produced in the state.  

The Division of Food Safety monitors food from the farm gate, through processing and distribution, to the retail 

point of purchase.  

  

Enjoy Food Safe Treats This Halloween  

 

With Halloween right around the corner, learning more about Halloween food safety could help prevent 

illness with your family or friends.  Visit the Division of Food Safety’s Fall Food Safety website to access an 

interactive Halloween Food Safety Flyer to help you check off the important items for the big night as well 

as an informative Halloween Food Safety video with important tips to help keep you and your family food 

safe.  

 

Interested in other food safety topics?  Visit the Division of Food Safety’s Consumer Resources and Outreach 

website to find helpful videos, flyers, and more listed by category! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fdacs.gov/Consumer-Resources/Food-Safety-Consumer-Resources-and-Outreach/Fall-Food-Safety
https://www.fdacs.gov/Consumer-Resources/Food-Safety-Consumer-Resources-and-Outreach/Fall-Food-Safety
https://www.fdacs.gov/Consumer-Resources/Food-Safety-Consumer-Resources-and-Outreach/Fall-Food-Safety
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sM-9EpIT04
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https://www.fdacs.gov/Divisions-Offices/Food-Safety
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About the SART Sentinel 

 The SART Sentinel is an email newsletter prepared monthly by the members of the Florida State Agricultural 

Response Team on the Florida SART website at www.FLSART.org. 

If you have a story or photo that you would like to have considered for publication in the SART Sentinel, please 

contact the editors. 

Editing Services:  The Turner Network, LLC under contract with the Florida Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services, Division of Animal Industry.   

E-mail: flsart@turnernetwork.com  

Associate Editor:  LeiAnna Tucker, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Animal 

Industry.   

E-mail: LeiAnna.Tucker@FDACS.gov   

SART Resources and Links 

Please log in and update 

your membership 

information online at:  

 

www.FLSART.org   

 
 

 

FEMA National Resources Hub: 

National Resource Hub - Preparedness Toolkit 

FEMA Resources on YouTube  

 

Veterinary Services Training and Exercise Program (VSTEP):  

USDA APHIS | Veterinary Services Training and Exercise Program  

 

Pet Sheltering Resources 

https://flsart.org/resource/petshelter  

 

Ask IFAS: Disaster Preparedness and Recovery 

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/entity/topic/disaster_preparedness_and_reco

very  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.flsart.org/
mailto:flsart@turnernetwork.com
mailto:LeiAnna.Tucker@FDACS.gov
http://www.flsart.org/
https://preptoolkit.fema.gov/web/national-resource-hub
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PIeLye_xBkA&t=4s
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/sa_training_and_development/vstep/vstep-webinars
https://flsart.org/resource/petshelter
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/entity/topic/disaster_preparedness_and_recovery
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/entity/topic/disaster_preparedness_and_recovery

