FDACS reports that Avian Influenza has NOT been detected in Florida

domestic poultry.

FDACS Avian Influenza Update

Avian Influenza (Al) has NOT been
detected in Florida domestic
poultry. Currently, Highly
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI)
has been detected in domestic
poultry in 24 states. In addition,
HPAI has been detected in wild
birds in multiple states along the
eastern  seaboard,  including
Florida.

For more information on avian
influenza and the current situation,
visit the USDA avian influenza
website. Due fo the recent Al
findings, Florida poultry producers
and enthusiasts (commercial and
backyard) should take the
following precautions to minimize
the risk of infroduction of influenza
into our Florida poultry flocks.

1. Implement strict biosecurity
measures on  all  poultry
premises:

* Alert all company personnel,
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growers, farmworkers and
service personnel of the
increased  risk  of  HPAL
e Focus biosecurity methods
on preventing any exposure to
wild  waterfowl or  their
droppings.

* Keep current biosecurity at
all times, especially relating to
essential visitors and enfry
biosecurity.

. Avoid any contact with wild

birds of any kind, especially
waterfowl, their habitat, or
their droppings.

. Take necessary precautions

around any congregation
points for growers or backyard
owners — do not bring disease
back to your poultry flock.

See Avian Influenza Update, page 2.

Newsletter of
the Florida State
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Special Features of this Issue:

* Florida’s Animals and
Agriculfure are at Risk

* Desoto County’s Students
Attend AgVentures

* Florida Wildfire Season

On March 4, Desoto
County’s fourth and fifth
grade students
attended AgVentures
hosted by our SART
partner, University of
Florida IFAS and 4-H.

Read the full story on page 9.
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Avian Influenza Update (continued)

4. Monitor all flocks for increased mortality or clinical signs consistent with HPAI and report any
concerns immediately to your veterinarian. To date, the consistent clinical sign in all the
current reported cases has been a marked, rapid increase in mortality over several days.

5. Consider making a contingency plan for moving outdoor pouliry into bio-secure housing.

6. For more information regarding reporting sick birds, please visit:
https://www.fdacs.gov/content/download/23969/file/Bird-Influenza-Card-English.pdf

If you have any questions, please contact the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services (FDACS), Division of Animal Industry, at (850) 410-0900. Please visit our welbsite for
additional information regarding Avian Influenza and the requirements for moving poultry info
the state at www.FDACS.gov/Avianinfluenza.

Additional Avian Influenza information

Center for Disease Control and Prevention: Recent Bird Flu Infections in U.S. Wild Birds and
Poultry Pose a Low Risk to the Public | Avian Influenza (Flu) (cdc.gov)

USDA: USDA APHIS | Help and Site Map

United States Geological Survey, National Wildlife Health Center: Avian Influenza | U.S.
Geological Survey (usgs.gov)

Defend the Flock - Biosecurity 101

Keep visitors to a minimum. Only allow those people who take care of your pouliry fo come in
contact with your birds, this includes family and friends. Keep frack of everyone who is on your
property at all fimes. Make sure everyone follows biosecurity principles.

Wash your hands before and after coming in contact with live pouliry. In addition to potentially
spreading disease from farm to farm or bird to bird, you can also spread germs such
as Salmonella that can impact human health. Wash with soap and water (always your first
choice). If using a hand sanitizer, first remove manure, feathers, and other materials from your
hands because disinfectants will not penetrate organic matter or caked-on dirt.

Provide disposable boot covers (preferred) and/or disinfectant footbaths for anyone having
contact with your flock. If using a footbath, be sure to remove all droppings, mud or delbris from
boots and shoes using a long-handled scrub brush BEFORE stepping info the disinfectant
footbath, and always keep it clean.

Change clothes before entering pouliry areas and before exiting the property. Visitors should
wear protective outer garments or disposable coveralls, boots, and headgear when handling
birds, and shower and/or change clothes when leaving the facility.

Clean and disinfect tools or equipment before moving them to a new pouliry facility. Before
allowing service vehicles, frucks, tractors, or fools and equipment—including egg flats and cases
that have come in contact with birds or their droppings—to exit the property, make sure they are
cleaned and disinfected to prevent contaminated equipment from fransporting disease. Do not
move or reuse items that cannot be cleaned and disinfected—such as cardboard egg flats.

Look for signs of iliness. Know the warning signs of infectious bird diseases.

Report sick birds. Don't wait. If your birds are sick or dying, call a local veterinarian, cooperative
extensive service, or state veterinarian. Call USDA toll-free at 1-866-536-7593.

For more information about biosecurity practices, including checklists you can follow, visit
the Defend the Flock Resource Center.
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https://www.fdacs.gov/content/download/23969/file/Bird-Influenza-Card-English.pdf
http://www.fdacs.gov/AvianInfluenza
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/spotlights/2021-2022/bird-flu-poses-low-risk-public.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/spotlights/2021-2022/bird-flu-poses-low-risk-public.htm
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/nwhc/science/avian-influenza
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/nwhc/science/avian-influenza
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program/outbreak-illness
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program/dtf-resources

Background Information on Avian Influenza

Avian influenza (Al) is caused by an influenza type A virus which can infect poultry (such as chickens,
turkeys, pheasants, quail, domestic ducks, geese, and guinea fowl) and wild birds (especially
waterfowl). Al viruses are classified by a combination of two groups of protfeins: hemagglutinin or “H"
proteins, of which there are 16 (H1-H16), and neuraminidase or “N" proteins, of which there are 9 (N1-N9).
Al viruses are further classified by their pathogenicity—the ability of a partficular virus strain to produce
disease in domestic chickens.

e Highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) virus strains are extremely infectious, often fatal to
chickens, and can spread rapidly from flock-to-flock.

e Low pathogenicity avianinfluenza (LPAI) virus strains occur naturally in wild migratory waterfowl and
shorebirds without causing iliness. LPAI can infect domestic pouliry, creating little or no signs of
illness.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) works
closely with States and the pouliry industry to prevent Al from becoming established in the U.S. poultry
population. Keeping our nation’s poultry free from avian influenza helps protect our farmers’ livelihoods.
Addifional Information is updated regularly at: USDA APHIS | Avian Influenza

Learn about 2022 detections of HPAI in Commercial and Backyard Flocks.

Published: March 22, 2022

States with HPAI detections in wild birds

Numbers indicate the number of positive wild bird
samples.
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https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/defend-the-flock-hpai
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/defend-the-flock-lpai-info
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/ai
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-2022/2022-hpai-commercial-backyard-flocks

USDA
LOLA

‘ United States Department of Agriculture

Checklist:Tiﬁs To Help Keep
Your Flocks Healthy

This checklist is a general guide to practicing good biosecurity, but if you have a
site-specific biosecurity plan, please follow it. Commercial growers should be sure their
site-specific plans follow the National Poultry Improvement Plan biosecurity principles.

[

D Wear personal protective equipment or L:] Rinse all surfaces carefully with water.
clothing and shoas that you only use when

:] Apply disinfectant accordng to the drectons

canng for your poultry. This ncludes boot "
on the label. Be sure 10 use a dsinfectant that is
covers or boots that can be disinfected.

“hange mito fresh protective gear between registered by the U.S. Ervironmental Protection

that it is effective

poultry houses ar coops Agency (EPA) and indicate
poultry houses ar coops.

against avan influenza and other poultry diseases.
D Enclosures must be empty for a thorough :j

. Leave the enclosure empty until 1 is completely
cleaning. If you hava a pouftry hous

dry. Use fans and/or open doors and windows to

until the house is empty to start the cleaning
< help speed the drying process. Wet surfaces can
process. If you have a coop or other type o

be hammiul to poultry.
aenclosure, move the birds to a separate area

before cleaning. L] When you're done, remove and discard your

protective gear. If usng dedicated clothing and boots,

Remove all litter, manure, and other debris.

change clothing and dean and disinfect your boots.

00O

“Dry" clean all areas—brush, scrapa, and r
x_] Wash your hands thoroughly vith soap and water.

shovel off manure, feathers, and other materials. $
Wash and dry your dedicated clothing.

Disinfectant will not panetrate orgarsc matter or
caked-on dirt.

u “Wet” clean all surfaces — scrub with water
and detergant. Work from top to bottom and

back to front

For more information about how to keep your flocks healthy, follow Defend the Flock on
Facebook and Twitter and visit www.aphis.usda.gov/animalhealth/defendtheflock.

b vy together

Animal and Plant Mealth Inspection Service
Progrsm Aid No, 22381 » lssued Novernber 2018 USDA i o equal opportunty e, amgpioyer, s lendee
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Florida’s Animals and Agriculture are at Risk

Agriculture in Florida has an annual economic impact of over $120 billion. This important industry
faces great risks from potential natural and man-made disasters such as disease infroduction and

agroterrorism.
e Our borders are extremely porous with 14 major seaports, 20 commercial airports and

hundreds of smaller airfields.
e On average, more than 112 million tourists with their luggage visit the state each year.
e Bilions of tons of freight and over 11 million commercial and private cargo trucks enter

Florida each year.
e More tropical storms and hurricanes hit Florida than any other state.
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ESF 17 Tests Pouliry Related Animal Disease Response Equipment

On March 1é6th, the Division of Animal Industry’s Emergency Programs Section tested the type of foaming
apparatus that can be used for the humane depopulation of domestic poultry in a Highly Pathogenic
Avian Influenza (HPAI) animal disease response. No live poultry were involved in this exercise. As
expected, the foaming equipment is fully operational and the ESF 17 team is prepared in the event of
an HPAI outbreak in domestic pouliry in Florida. Avian Influenza has NOT been detected in domestic
poultry in Florida.

With the recent outbreaks of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza across the country, it is critical for
Florida's animal producers to stay situationally aware about the HPAl outbreaks in the US and implement
strict biosecurity measures on all poultry premises to prevent HPAI in our state’s domestic poultry. FDACS
hosts an Avian Influenza Webpage that is loaded with information. To access the site, click herel
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https://www.fdacs.gov/Consumer-Resources/Animals/Animal-Diseases/Avian-Influenza

African Swine Fever Update

African Swine Fever (ASF) is a highly contagious and deadly viral disease affecting both domestic and
feral swine of all ages. ASF is not a threat to human health and cannot be fransmitted from pigs to
humans. It is not a food safety issue.

ASF is found in countries around the world, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa. More recently, it has spread
through the Dominican Republic, China, Mongolia and Vietham, as well as within parts of the European
Union. It has never been found in the United States — and we want to keep it that way.

Why is African Swine Fever a Concern?

ASF is a devastating, deadly disease that would have a significant impact on U.S. livestock producers,
their communities and the economy if it were found here. There is no freatment or vaccine available for
this disease. The only way to stop this disease is to depopulate all affected or exposed swine herds.
USDA is working closely with other federal and state agencies, the swine industry, and producers to take
the necessary actions to protect our nation’s pigs and keep this disease out. This group is also actively
preparing to respond if ASF were ever detected in the U.S.

What Producers and Veterinarians Need to Know

Anyone who works with pigs should be familiar with the signs of ASF:
e High fever

Decreased appetite and weakness

Red, blotchy skin or skin lesions

Diarrhea and vomiting

Coughing and difficulty breathing

Immediately report animals with any of these signs to state or federal animal health officials or call USDA’s
toll-free number at 1-866-536-7593 for appropriate testing and investigation. Timeliness is essential to
preventing the spread of ASF.

On-farm biosecurity is crucial to preventing any animal disease from developing and spreading. All pig
owners and anyone involved with pig operations should know and follow strict biosecurity practices to
help protect U.S. pigs from ASF. Work with your veterinarian to assess your biosecurity plans and make
improvements as needed.

What Travelers Need to Know

International travelers could unknowingly bring back this disease from an ASF-affected country,
especially if they visit farms. Visit the APHIS traveler page to know which items you can bring back into
the United States. Some food items may carry disease and threaten domestic agriculture and livestock.
If you go to an ASF-affected country, do not bring back pork or pork products.

See African Swine Fever Update, next page.
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African Swine Fever Update (continued)

Declare any international farm visits to U.S. Customs and Border Protection when you
return. Make sure you thoroughly clean and disinfect, or dispose of, any clothing or shoes
that you wore around pigs, before returning to the U.S. Do not visit a farm, premises with
pigs, livestock market, sale barn, zoo, circus, pet store with pot-bellied pigs, or any other
animal facility with pigs for at least 5 days after you return.

Resources

e USDA | APHIS African Swine Fever Disease Information

¢ Swine Health Information Center

e USDA and CFIA Establish Protocol to Minimize Trade Disruptions in the Event of an
ASF Detection in Feral Swine

e Joint Statement from the Chief Veterinary Officers of Canada and the United
States

e Secure Pork Supply Plan

New Information Available for African Swine Fever
e USDA Submits Dossier to the World Organisation for Animal Health to Finalize African
Swine Fever Protection Zone
e USDA Statement on Confirmation of African Swine Fever in Haifi
e USDA Continuing African Swine Fever Prevention Efforts — Preparing to Establish
Foreign Animal Disease Protection Zone to Safeguard Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin
Islands, and the Entire U.S. Swine Industry
e USDA Announces Requirements for Importing Dogs from Countries Affected with
African Swine Fever
USDA Statement on Confirmation of African Swine Feverin the Dominican Republic

International Trade and Zoning
Joint Statement from the Chief Veterinary Officers of Canada and the United States

African Swine Fever Surveillance in the United States

USDA APHIS is furthering its overall ASF preparedness efforts with the implementation of a
surveillance plan. To make this program as effective and efficient as possible, USDA will
add ASF testing to their existing classical swine fever (CSF) surveillance. The plan,
titted Swine Hemorrhagic Fevers: African and Classical Swine Fever Integrated Surveillance
Plan, is available here.

International African Swine Fever Forum, April 30-May 1, 2019
Joint Statement on the International African Swine Fever Forum

African Swine Fever Assessments
APHIS has developed three new resources related to ASF:
e A qgualitative assessment of the likelihood of African swine fever virus entry to the
United States.
e A non-animal origin feed ingredient risk evaluation framework.
e A literature review of non-animal origin feed ingredients and the fransmission of
viral pathogens of swine.

In the News

e Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Update (fdacs.gov)
e Chronic Wasting Disease: https://youtu.be/oavUW6FK211
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https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/swine-disease-information/african-swine-fever/seminar/african-swine-fever
https://www.swinehealth.org/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/news/sa_by_date/sa-2021/asf-protocol
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/news/sa_by_date/sa-2021/asf-protocol
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/swine-disease-information/african-swine-fever/seminar/joint-statement
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/swine-disease-information/african-swine-fever/seminar/joint-statement
https://d.docs.live.net/fd1d37056d48fde6/Desktop/Secure%20Pork%20Supply%20Plan
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/stakeholder-info/sa_by_date/sa-2021/sa-09/asf-protection-zone-dossier
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/stakeholder-info/sa_by_date/sa-2021/sa-09/asf-protection-zone-dossier
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/stakeholder-info/sa_by_date/sa-2021/sa-09/asf-haiti
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/stakeholder-info/sa_by_date/sa-2021/sa-08/asf-protection-zone
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/stakeholder-info/sa_by_date/sa-2021/sa-08/asf-protection-zone
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/stakeholder-info/sa_by_date/sa-2021/sa-08/asf-protection-zone
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/news/sa_by_date/sa-2021/asf-dog-imports
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/news/sa_by_date/sa-2021/asf-dog-imports
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/news/sa_by_date/sa-2021/asf-confirm
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/swine-disease-information/african-swine-fever/seminar/joint-statement
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/animal_diseases/swine/hemorrhagic-fevers-integrated-surveillance-plan.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/news/sa_by_date/sa-2019/asf-forum
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/animal_diseases/swine/asf-entry.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/animal_diseases/swine/asf-entry.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/animal_diseases/swine/nofi-scope.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/animal_diseases/swine/non-animal-origin-feed-ingredients-transmission-of-viral-pathogens.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/animal_diseases/swine/non-animal-origin-feed-ingredients-transmission-of-viral-pathogens.pdf
https://www.fdacs.gov/content/download/98220/file/RHD2Website20220120finaldraft.pdf
https://youtu.be/oavUW6FK21I

Desoto County’s Students Attend AgVentures

S — ——

On March 4, Desoto County’'s fourth and fifth grade students attended AgVentures hosted by our Florida
State Agricultural Response Team (SART) partner, University of Florida IFAS and 4-H. Students learned
about the county’s agriculture from local stakeholders in industries such as watermelon, dairy, goat,
poultry, and cafttle. The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) personnel
spoke to the students about reportable animal diseases, current animal disease threats, and how animall
fraceability plays a critical part in animal disease control.

Florida Departme  »f Agriculture
and Consumer Services

fﬁéﬂ:ﬂmmdnﬁdmﬂ ‘ Florida Department of Agriculture "
er Services and Consumer Services www .FDACS.gov

WWw.FDACS.gov

www .FDACS.gov

Inspector’s duties at cattle markets, animal auctions, fairs and livestock shows, and other agriculture
related programs were highlighted at the event. The Avian Influenza outbreak circulating in several
states segued the conversation into emergency response where the students learned about the Desoto
County and FDACS' role in Emergency Support Function 17 and the mission of Florida SART to protect
our animal and agricultural sectors. The students could relate to some of the response capabilities such
as the need for pet-friendly sheltering and mosquito conftrol.
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SART Resources

The Florida State Agriculture Response Team (SART) website has many resources available to help prepare
our state’s animal and agricultural sectors for disaster. One resource that we would like to highlight this
month is the Disasters & Mental Health Online Training. Florida has a long history of disasters whether
natural or man-made. Many responders, farmers, cattlemen, and victims find their mental fortitude tested
during these trying times and they have felt like there was nowhere to turn for help. Many inspectors from
the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services were faced with questions from farmers
suffering from an existential crisis after losing their livelihood. It was through these firsthand experiences
that SART and our partners at the University of Florida/IFAS, Family, Youth and Community Sciences (FYCS),
and the Center for Public Issues Education decided to develop an in-person mental health first aid fraining.

This training received a welcoming response around Florida with counties reaching out to schedule the
fraining. After the pandemic began, it became essential to find a way to develop an online version of
this tfraining. SART partnered with the University of Florida to develop "“Disasters & Mental Health,” an online
mental health first aid training that incorporates firsthand experience from farmers around Florida. This
online course will cover the unique mental health needs of individuals in the agricultural sector and the
disaster responders who may help them.

The fraining will include four modules that focus on understanding needs of individuals, families, and
community members during and after a disaster. This will include and how to best support individuals in
the context of a disaster. The development of this course is sponsored by the Florida State Agricultural
Response Team (SART) and was developed in partnership with UF/IFAS Department of Family, Youth, and
Community Sciences and UF/IFAS Center for Public Issues Education in Agriculture and Natural Resources.

The Disasters & Mental Health training can be found on the SART website at:
https://flsart.org/petfriendly/index.jsp

state
agricultural
response
team

FIL N

www.flsart;org

or contact the lead agency for ESF17
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
850.410.0900

DACS-P-01301
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VIRED vara=,”
G

Boniato, Gingers, Boniato, Chinese Cabbage, Boniato, Chinese Cabbage,
Roselle, Tomatillo, Tomatoes Gingers, Roselle, Sugarcane, Gingers, Roselle, Sugarcane,
Swiss Chard, Tropical Spinaches Tropical Spinaches

Easily
Survives
Transplanting

Amaranth, Calabaza, Long Amaranth, Calabaza, Long Amaranth, Papaya, Passionfruit,
Squash, Luffa, Papaya, Squash, Luffa, Papaya, Pineapple, Sweet

Passionfruit, Seminole Passionfruit, Pigeon Pea, Potatoes, Yucca “\
Pumpkin, Sweet Potatoes Pineapple, Seminole Pumpkin, 4

Sweet Potatoes, Yucca
Transplant

Carefully

Beans (bush, lima, pole), Beans (bush, pole), Chayote, Beans (bush, lima,
Cantaloupes, Chayote, Corn, Corn, Okra, Peanuts, Peas pole), Chayote,
Cucumbers, Okra, Peanuts, (southern), Squash Peas (southern)
Peas (southern), Squashes,

Watermelon

IFAS Extension L m;.‘rga Gardenind & For more information, please visit
UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA dgm!(; SOLUTIONS GardeningSolutions.ifas.ufl.edu

UF

UF/IFAS Florida Gardening Calendars

The Gardening Calendar publications on the UF/IFAS Solutions for Your Life website gives Florida gardeners a
monthly guide for what to plant and do in their gardens and includes links to useful gardening websites, all based
on University of Florida research and expertise. Three different editions of the calendar provide specific tips for
each of Florida's climate zones—North, Central, and South.

Vegetables to Plant in April - Gardening Solutions - University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences
(ufl.edu)

Counties, Is Your Contact Information up to date on the SART Website?

Please review your county emergency contact information at
https://flsart.org/resource/countyinformation.jsp.

If you need to make changes to your county contact information,
please send a request fo Benjamin Motes af
Benjamin.Motes@FDACS.gov or LeiAnna Tucker at
LeiAnna.Tucker@FDACS.gov.
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/plant-of-the-month/what-to-plant/what-to-plant-in-march.html
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_lawn_and_garden
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP451
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP450
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP452
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/plant-of-the-month/what-to-plant/what-to-plant-in-april.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/plant-of-the-month/what-to-plant/what-to-plant-in-april.html
https://flsart.org/resource/countyinformation.jsp
mailto:Benjamin.Motes@FDACS.gov
mailto:LeiAnna.Tucker@FDACS.gov

ANIMAL
TECHNICAL
RESCUE
TRAINING

Register for free at
bit.ly/2022ATRTraining

Fire/Search and Rescue, Law
Enforcement, Animal Control,
Veterinary Professionals,
Extension Agents, Livestock
Industry Stakeholders

Florida State Fire College
11655 NW Gainesville Rd
Ocala, FL 34482

Free, sponsored by Florida SART

Brandi Phillips
brandikphillips@ufl.edu

AWR -8 hours (1 day)

OPS - 24 hours (3 days)

CEs provided by
Florida State Fire College

AWR - Feb 22, 2022
AWR - Apr 8, 2022
OPS - Apr 9-11, 2022
OPS - Jun 6-8, 2022
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Statewide Exercise

The Statewide Exercise will take place on April 25-28, 2022, led by the Florida State Emergency
Operations Center. This exercise will focus on Cyber-Security along with weather related hazards.
The Florida State Agricultural Response Team (SART) will hold coordination calls that will occur
daily during the exercise. The exercise will be limited to the primary contacts of our SART partner
agencies only.

Florida State Animal Response Coalition

Florida State Animal Response Coadlition (FLSARC) provides Small Animal Emergency Sheltering
fraining for Florida communities. These courses teach the unique procedures, skills, and
knowledge necessary to build and operate a temporary emergency animal shelter in response
fo natural disasters and large cruelty cases. These courses were created and designed by experts
from many organizations including Florida State Agricultural Response Team (SART), University of
Florida Veterinary Emergency Treatment Service (VETS) Team, and leadership of FLSARC.

Awareness Level Operations Level

e April 2, 2022 e May 14-15, 2022
e April 16,2022 e June 11-12, 2022
e April 30-May 1, 2022 e June 25-26, 2022
e May 7, 2022

e May 22, 2022

e June 4, 2022

To register, visit: https://flsarc.org/training

Animal Technical Rescue Training

The University of Florida Veterinary Emergency Treatment Service has provided a flyer for the
Animal Technical Rescue Training which is funded by Florida SART. The training will be conducted
at the Florida State Fire College in Ocala. The dates of trainings are as follows:

Awareness Level Operations Level
e April 8, 2022 o April 9-11, 2022
e June 6-8, 2022

Please visit http://bit.ly/2022ATRTraining for additional information and to register.
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TRAIN WITH
d FLORIDA SARC

WE HAVE THE SKILLS
TO SAVE THEM

FL SARC offers two levels of training: Awareness

(1 day course) and Operations (2 day course.)

These trainings teach the unique procedures,

skills, and knowledge necessary to build and

\ operate a temporary emergency animal shelter
in response to natural disasters and large

e
‘ cruelty cases.
:

Both FEMA and The Florida Division of
Emergency Management have certified and
approved these courses.

FL SARC relies on volunteers to save the lives of
FLORIDA ) countless animals impacted by these disasters.

State Animal Response Coalition

THANKS TO FLORIDA

SART, THE FIRST 100
Upcoming Awareness Trainings Include: VOLUNTEERS TO
April 2nd — Pensacola Humane Society SIGN UP ARE FREE!
April 16th — Humane Society of North USE CODE SART AT
Central Florida CHECKOUT TO TAKE
May 7th — SPCA of Brevard ADVANTAGE OF THIS

May 22nd — Flagler Humane Society GENEROUS OFFER
June 4th— Leon County Public Safety

SCAN ME

For more information and to sign up, visit FLSARC.org or scan the QR code

ﬁFL(O%A BECAUSE THE ENTIRE FAMILY MATTERS

vk of Hope
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USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service

BEFORE

_ U.S. DEPARTMENT C C URE
L PLAN AHEAD (IF YOU CAN) ...

Group foods
together in the
freezer to help food
stay colder longer.

Freeze refrigerated If you think power will be

items such as leftovers, § out fg more lhan'4 hours,

Ik, and fresh meat consider moving food to a
::':d aoul( ) lha;nyeoau do || cooter with i(e.?[ available,
PO, buy dry or block ice to keep

not need immediately. lhe refrigerator or freezer

——

DURING

WHILE THE POWER IS OUT ... IF DOORS STAY CLOSED ...

.. afull freezer
will hold its 48 24 half-full
temperature for HOURS HOURS
Keep the refrigerator &

and freezer doors closed - Place
’ e . e perishable foods in
to maintain cold N --- a fridge will 4 a cooler with ice before

temperature. keep foodsafefor  tiec | food starts to go bad

ONCE THE POWER IS BACK ON ... WHAT SHOULD | THROW OUT?

Check the temperature inside your refrigerator and freezer. If
they're still at safe temperatures, your food should be fine. Discard -
perishable foods that have been at an unsafe temperature. Sl

Never taste food
to determine

Raw meat, Soft (hcescs Milk, cream,
poultryor  and shredded yogurt, and ot

seafood products  cheeses dalry products
WHAT CAN | KEEP? -

— [ [ )
S— ]

s W e |
v

& N
Opened baby £ggs and egg

Haed cheeses ((heddar,  Grated Parmesan,  Butteroe
Colby, Swiss, Parmesan, Romano, o
Pravolone,

formuta products

Faemesa e, muStrd, 50y, barbecwe.
S— {in can or jar) ‘ @ )) )

D°°9"4 Leftovers
‘fm cooked pasta
butter

Mxef
WHEN IN DOUBT, THROW IT OUT!

vinegat-based

FOLLOW THESE STEPS AFTER A FLOOD:
~—~— DO NOT EAT any food that may have touched flood water. == @ )
A F T E R A DISCARD FOOD not in waterproof containers; screw-caps, snap lids, pull ¢ |I E‘I.? \, “'m’“’xf"

/ \ tops, and crimped tops are not waterproof.
= DOS(ARD cardboard juice/mik/baby formula boxes and home canned =
I 0 o food SANITIZE Undamaged

all-metal cans ~
> SCARD any damaged cans that have swelling, leakage, punctures, 1 tbsp. bleach + after removing
holes, fractures, extensive deep rusting, or qushing/denting severe labels
O enough to prevent normal stacking or opening. 1 gallon water
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https://www.fsis.usda.gov/

Florida Wildfire Season

Each year, thousands of acres of wildland and many homes are destroyed by fires that can erupt at any
time of the year from a variety of causes, including arson, lightning, and delbris burning. Adding to the fire
hazard is the growing number of people living in new communities built in areas that were once wildland.
This growth places even greater pressure on the state's wildland firefighters. As a result of this growth, fire
protection becomes everyone's responsibility. March brought with it numerous wildfires around the state.
Bay, Calhoun, and Gulf Counties and many other counties saw wildfires ranging from 800 to 1,400-acre
wildfire's while some counties saw 8000-acre fires that drove families from their homes. This drives home the
necessity for you to have a plan.

Whether you have livestock, horses, or just a household pet, it is important to identify locations and escape
routes. During forced evacuations, it is important to take your pet with you. Pets cannot escape on their
own. The State Agricultural Response Team (SART) and their partner the Florida State Animal Response
Coadlition (SARC) have a wealth of information available on their respective website that is available to the
public. A list of SART resources is available on the SART welbsite at Florida SART - State Agricultural Response
Team (flsart.org) which includes Pet-Friendly Sheltering Online Training, and a basic Supplies Lists. To view a
list of resources from Florida SARC on animal care during a disaster, visit their website at Prepare Pets — FL
SARC.

The FDACS webpage, Be Wildfire Ready / Fire Prevention / Wildland Fire / Forest & Wildfire / Home - Florida
Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services (fdacs.gov), has resources to help you prepare in case
there is a wildfire. There is information on how to burn yard waste safely, reporting arson, preparing your
yard and home for wildfires, and how to prepare an emergency supply kit to name a few of the resources
available on the FDACS webpage.

Current Wildfire Information can be viewed at: Florida Wildfire Public Viewer (firesponse.com)

Page 16 of 20 « April 2022 « Volume 18, Number 4 « FLSART.org



https://flsart.org/
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CREATING YOUR

DISASTER SUPPLY KIT

During an emergency situation, you may

advance is important. This kit should cc

ain all important items

with vou in the event of an evacuation. Plan for at least three days.

not have time to gather up s

CREATING YOURKIT

The following checklist can be used to create vour disaster supphy kit for evacuation or sheltering in place, depending on the situation. It
is & good idea to keep what supplies vou can together in advance so that vou do not have to scramble to prepare at the kast minute.
Keep in mind that some items. such as medication, might only be able to be added in later or may need to be updated regularty.

EATTERY POWERED RADID

HAND SANITIZER

TWO-WEEK MEDICATION
SUPPLY

EXTRA CLOTHING

FIRST AID KIT

BLAMKETS AMD PILLOWS

HMOM-PERIZHABLE FOOD

SUPPLIES

MANUAL CAN OPENER

BOOKS AND ACTIVITIES

FLASHLIGHTS

SAFE WATER SUPPLY

CASH

HOW MUCHWATER DO DON'T FORGET FIDO

YGU NEED? If your family has pets, it isimportant to
A good general nule of thumb is that you inchude the neceszary itemes for them in
shiciid store enoudh Chean water o alow WOUF cheiister SUppiy kit as wel, This
each person in the household to use 1o 15 inchudes:

galons per day. However, keep inmind that
woll 'will need to store an incraased amount
to accomodate for amy children, mursing
mothers, =dedy or pets. Lke with
everything else, plan to hawe enough for at
least three dans

L]
-

"Preparing to Evacuate Your Home in ¢
Muthusami Kumaran, and Angela B. Lin

Extra food in plastic containers
Carmier and leash
D tags (2 sets, one on the animal and

ore dra)with name and vour contact

infarmatian,

Hawe pets microchipped.

Proof of ownarship {e.q, registration
papers and pictures)
Medications and pet first aid supplies
Medical and vaccination records
Veterinaran's phore number and

w Eliz:
Jufl.edu)

Electrical saf Foundation International, esfi.org

SPECIAL MEEDS ITEMS (INFANT
FORMULA OR OTHER DIET MEEDE}

TOILETRIES/HYGEIME ITEMS
BUG SPRAY AMD SUNMSCREEN

FET SUPFPLIES

IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS

PORTABLE CELL PHOME
CHARGERS

SHOULD YOU GET A
GENERATOR?

A portable generator can baa

useful thing to hane in a disasber

situationwhenyou don't plan

onevacuating. and the power may

b chonwm T diays ar weeks, fyoudo

decide to purchase one, be sune to learm

how to propery use it before a disaster. Important

saftey tips include:

= pleveriuse inside your home or attached garage.

* s carbon monoside alarms to alert you bo
carceroues ez within your home,

= Follow the directions that came with your generator,

= Contact anelectrition or manufacturer for
information regarding proper use and army questions

+ Dot place amawhere where pecple of animals
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The Core 4 of Food Safety

Remembering these steps can help keep you
and your family safe from foodborne illness.

Visit the Division of Food Safety Consumer Resources
and Outreach website for more food safety tips.
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https://www.fdacs.gov/Divisions-Offices/Food-Safety

Food Safety and Food Defense Report

A special section dedicated to feed and food emergency planning and response.

FDACS Division of Food Safety is responsible for assuring the public of a safe, wholesome, and properly
represented food supply through permitting and inspection of food establishments, inspection of food products,
and performance of specialized laboratory analysis on a variety of food products sold or produced in the state.
The Division of Food Safety monitors food from the farm gate, through processing and distribution, to the retail
point of purchase.

Food Safety for Small Gatherings

Now that the weather is warming up, it is time for small gatherings with family and friends. Whether you are
cooking for a large family, a small gathering for friends, or making a simple meal, you can take steps to
help keep foodborne illness off your menu. Follow the tips in the Food Safety for Small Gatherings Video and
visit Division of Food Safety's Consumer Resources and Outreach website to view information from
handwashing, fo cooking, and serving your meal safely.

o) 0:08/2:00
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09IliNgExRc&list=PLq87SXvqcr5-8qtuNrHQ74ttPy1FCsmB3&index=2
https://www.fdacs.gov/Consumer-Resources/Health-and-Safety/Food-Safety-Consumer-Resources-and-Outreach
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SART Resources and Links "Y
Defend the Flock - Biosecurity 101:
USDA APHIS | Defend the Flock - Biosecurity 101

Biosecurity Checklist Brochure:
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/animal_health/fsc-all-npip-
collateral-english.pdf

Large Animal Emergency Training from The University of Florida
Emergency Treatment Services:
https://www.youtube.com/watchev=PleLye_xBkA&t=4s

FEMA National Resources Hub:
National Resource Hub - Preparedness Toolkit
FEMA Resources on YouTube

Florida: Get a Plan! https://apps.floridadisaster.org/getaplan

Please log in and update

Pet-Friendly Sheltering: your membership
Pet-Friendly Sheltering Online Training (govtech.com) information online at:

Veterinary Services Training and Exercise Program (VSTEP):
USDA APHIS | Veterinary Services Training and Exercise Program \VYAVYAV.YA FLSA RT Org

USDA APHIS Defend the Flock Program:
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-
disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program

Chronic Wasting Disease:
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) | FWC (myfwc.com)
Fight CWD | FWC (myfwc.com)

About the SART Sentinel

The SART Sentinel is an email newsletter prepared monthly by the members of the Florida State Agricultural
Response Team on the Florida SART website at www.FLSART.org.

If you have a story or photo that you would like to have considered for publication in the SART Sentinel, please
contact the editors.

Editor: The Turner Network, LLC under confract with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services, Division of Animal Industry.
E-mail: flsart@turnernetwork.com

Associate Editor: LeiAnna Tucker, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Animal
Industry.
E-mail: LeiAnna.Tucker@FDACS.gov
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mailto:flsart@turnernetwork.com
mailto:LeiAnna.Tucker@FDACS.gov
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https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program/dtf-biosecurity/bird-biosecurity
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/animal_health/fsc-all-npip-collateral-english.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/animal_health/fsc-all-npip-collateral-english.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PIeLye_xBkA&t=4s
https://preptoolkit.fema.gov/web/national-resource-hub
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PIeLye_xBkA&t=4s
https://apps.floridadisaster.org/getaplan
https://www.govtech.com/em/emergency-blogs/disaster-zone/pet-friendly-sheltering-online-training
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/sa_training_and_development/vstep/vstep-webinars
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program
https://myfwc.com/research/wildlife/health/white-tail-deer/cwd/
https://myfwc.com/hunting/deer/cwd/

