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 We are still learning about this virus, but it appears that it can spread from people to animals 

in some situations.3,886 cases of dog and cat food  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Special Features of this Issue: 
 

• Grant Funding for Florida’s 

Aquaculture Industry  

 

• Chronic Wasting Disease 

Detected in Florida 

 

• Extended: FDOT Waiver for 

Agricultural Commodities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When do we start to see this drastic 

drop off in hurricane potential? 

The perfect day seems to be 

October 25th and any storm after 

that day starts to run into the 

mentioned hurtles for 

development.  In the last week of 

October and the start of 

November the chance of landfall 

drops down to just 25%. While 

landfall isn’t impossible, there has 

only been 19 storms since 1990 so 

far to make landfall after the 

October 25th date.   

 

Florida SART will be keeping our 

eyes on any last-minute storm 

developments and impending 

threats.  

 

Your Florida SART is always striving 

to be prepared for the next 

emergency that may impact 

animals and agriculture! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As the waters cool, hurricane 

season comes to an end on 

November 30th, with many 

Floridians breathing a sigh of relief 

that the last hurricane of the 2023 

season is staying away. Hurricane 

Tammy became the 20th named 

storm this year nearly one month 

out from the close of hurricane 

season, with Hurricane Idalia being 

the only system to make landfall in 

Florida.  

 

How likely was Hurricane Tammy to 

make landfall in Florida? 

According to WeatherTiger, storms 

within the last third of October 

face more wind shear than the rest 

of the season making it rare for the 

late developing storms to make it 

to Florida’s shores. They also face 

the continuing cooling water of 

the Caribbean and Gulf making it 

hard to strengthen into anything 

beyond a tropical storm. 

“The danger zone is 

41 to 135 degrees, 

so be sure your 

food and finished 

dishes are held at 

the correct 

temperature.” 

  
— Chef Justin Timineri  

Certified executive chef, author, 

award winner, teacher and television 

personality 

 

 

Image of hurricane landfalls after October 25th over 1851-2022.      

Keeping an Eye on the Tropics –  

Hurricane Season Ends November 30 

https://weathertiger.com/
https://weathertiger.com/
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Grant Funding for Florida’s Aquaculture Industry 
 

.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Hurricane Idalia made landfall on August 30th at Keaton Beach in the Big Bend region of Florida causing 

agricultural devastation to one of Florida’s most diverse agribusinesses – the shellfish industry (Aquaculture).  

  

 
 

The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ Hurricane Idalia Aquaculture Economic 

Impact Survey estimated that the adjusted reported losses from Aquaculture Certificate of Registration 

holders and shellfish processors totaled $34,159,952 from Hurricane Idalia.  A total of 324 Aquaculture 

Certificate of Registration holders and 64 shellfish processors in the affected areas were contacted with a 

response to the survey of 296 (72%).  Registration holders reported losses of $29,470,970 and processors 

reported $401,520 in losses. 

 

 
 

Story continues on the next page… 
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On October 6th the Commissioner of Agriculture Wilton Simpson made aquaculture shellfish nursery and 

hatchery grant funding available statewide to grow Florida’s aquaculture industry with priority given to 

projects that support producers in underserved areas and/or impacted by Hurricane Idalia. The 

Commissioner stated, “Hurricane Idalia dealt a devastating blow to Florida’s aquaculture industry, and as 

producers are rebuilding and repairing their operations, we need to substantially increase the quality, 

availability, and sustainability of our shellfish seed.”  The available grants total in $500,000 for use of purchase 

of materials in supplies to aid in the Aquiculture Industry recovery.  

 

Source Material:  
Following Hurricane Idalia, Commissioner Wilton Simpson Announces Aquaculture Shellfish Nursery and Hatchery Grants (fdacs.gov) 

Hurricane Idalia Aquaculture Economic Impact Survey Summary (fdacs.gov) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Grant Funding for Florida’s Aquaculture Industry (continued) 

Did You Know? SART Offers Pet-Friendly Sheltering Online Training 

 

The Florida State Agricultural Response Team has published an online, state-certified training on pet-friendly 

sheltering—the first of its kind to be offered in Florida.  The online training provides guidance on how to plan 

for and operate a pet-friendly shelter to ensure that individuals evacuating from a disaster with household 

pets are accommodated.   

 
 

This training includes useful information on how to:  

 

• Use the Incident Command System in pet-friendly shelter planning and operations; 

• Plan for a pet-friendly shelter; 

• Understand the Pets Evacuation and Transportation Standards Act (PETS Act); 

• Establish partnerships for resource coordination; 

• Deliver a unified message for resource coordination; 

• Deliver a unified message to the public before, during, and after an emergency, and;  

• Set up, operate, and demobilize a pet-friendly shelter.   

 

The four-hour course is designed for emergency managers, county employees, veterinary and animal 

services, and shelter volunteers.  There is no charge for this 100% online course.  For more information, please 

visit www.FLSART.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fdacs.gov/News-Events/Press-Releases/2023-Press-Releases/Following-Hurricane-Idalia-Commissioner-Wilton-Simpson-Announces-Aquaculture-Shellfish-Nursery-and-Hatchery-Grants
https://ccmedia.fdacs.gov/content/download/114343/file/hurricane-idalia-aquaculture-economic-impact-survey-summary.pdf
http://www.flsart.org/
https://flsart.org/petfriendly/index.jsp
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Extended: FDOT Waiver for Agricultural Commodities 
 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) size and weight limit waiver has been extended 

to expire on December 23, 2023, and the agricultural commodities included in the original waiver, 

as recommended by Commissioner of Agriculture Wilton Simpson, are retained.   
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Chronic Wasting Disease Detected in Florida 
             

 
 

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) has confirmed that a road-killed 

4.5 year-old female white-tailed deer in Holmes County sampled during routine surveillance 

activities has tested positive for chronic wasting disease (CWD). It is the first known case of CWD 

in Florida. CWD is a contagious disease of the brain and central nervous system that is always 

fatal to deer.   

 

The FDACS Announcement with additional information and resources on the response is 

attached and available on the website here:  https://www.fdacs.gov/Divisions-

Offices/Animal-Industry 

 

Who to Contact 

Anyone who sees a sick or abnormally thin deer or deer dead of unknown causes, is asked to 

report its location to the CWD hotline, (866) CWD-WATCH (293-9282). Since 2002, FWC has 

tested over 17,500 hunter-killed, road-killed, and sick or diseased deer for CWD. Learn more 

about the FWC’s CWD monitoring program.  If you are a permitted captive Cervidae premises 

and have any questions regarding CWD, please reach out to the Florida Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Animal Industry, at (850) 410-0900.  

 

Resources 

For more information about CWD: 1) visit MyFWC.com/CWD, 2) read the article titled 

“Reducing the risk of CWD spreading into Florida through requirements on importing deer 

carcasses,” and 3) check out the following infographics, which are available at 

MyFWC.com/CWD (under the subhead “Additional information and resources about CWD”). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://myfwc.com/research/wildlife/health/white-tail-deer/cwd/
https://www.fdacs.gov/Divisions-Offices/Animal-Industry
https://www.fdacs.gov/Divisions-Offices/Animal-Industry
https://myfwc.com/research/wildlife/health/white-tail-deer/cwd-monitoring/
https://myfwc.com/research/wildlife/health/white-tail-deer/cwd/
https://myfwc.com/research/wildlife/health/white-tail-deer/cwd/florida/
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Become a Volunteer of the Florida Veterinary Corps Today! 

 
 

.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Why a Florida Veterinary Corps? 

• The Florida Veterinary Corps (The Corps) has been established to enlist veterinarians and veterinary 

technicians who are willing to volunteer their services in responding to animal emergencies in the 

state of Florida. 

• During activation, Corps volunteers will work within an incident command structure under state 

Emergency Support Function 17 as part of the State Emergency Response Team. 

• The Corps will be a component of the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, 

under its Florida State Agricultural Response Team, in cooperation with the Florida Veterinary 

Medical Association and the University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine. 

• Corps volunteers will be kept informed as to the status of emergencies and the need for volunteers 

depending upon the specific emergency. 

• Volunteers may serve in veterinary infrastructure assessment teams, triage or emergency animal 

treatment teams, and animal disease surveillance or control teams under an incident command 

system. 

 

Rationale 

• Protecting agriculture in Florida begins locally and requires cooperation, participation, and 

partnership. 

• Federal or other outside assistance to deal with an animal disease emergency may not be 

available for hours or days. 

• Animal agriculture in Florida is highly vulnerable to severe disruption and financial loss through 

natural disasters and exotic or zoonotic diseases. 

• Counties and state agencies must be prepared to respond to animal disasters through planning 

and identification of human and material resources. 

• Natural disasters are unpredictable and cannot be prevented. 

• Florida has a high risk for introduction of a foreign animal disease. 

 

For more information and to join, visit: https://fvma.org/tools-resources/disaster-relief  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Florida veterinarians and animal health technicians have 

volunteered to assist animal owners and local officials in 

responding to animal emergencies. The Florida Veterinary 

Corps is recruiting more volunteers to help protect our 

state. 

 

The Florida Veterinary Medical Association (FVMA) is 

assisting the Florida Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services in maintaining the roster of volunteers 

and serves as the point of contact for calling volunteers 

after a disaster. You can agree to be listed as a Florida 

Veterinary Corps volunteer, a helper in times of need for 

your fellow veterinary professionals. Read the following 

information to submit your application for the Florida 

Veterinary Corps. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://fvma.org/tools-resources/disaster-relief
https://fvma.org/tools-resources/disaster-relief/
https://fvma.org/veterinary-corps/
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Be Sure to Check Out the FDACS and UF IFAS Partnership Video 
 

The Florida State Agricultural Response Team (SART), Florida Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services (FDACS), and University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences 

(UF/IFAS) teamed up to create a new video on their disaster response partnership.   

 

Published in December 2022 on YouTube, the video features interviews with LeiAnna Tucker 

(FDACS Emergency Programs Manager), Dr. Saqib Mukhtar (UF/IFAS Associate Dean for 

Extension, Agriculture, and Natural Resources), and Dr. Angie Lindsey [Extension Disaster 

Education Network (EDEN)].   

 

EDEN is funded by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and is a collaborative 

multi-state effort by cooperative extension services across the country to improve the delivery 

of services to citizens affected by disasters. 

 

 
 

Dr. Lindsey highlighted the important connection that agricultural extension agents have 

throughout the State of Florida.  “We learn so much from our Extension agents and the work that 

they're already doing throughout the state and the work that they do within their own 

communities for disaster preparedness, recovery, and response,” said Dr. Lindsey. 

 

To view the video for yourself, and to like or comment, please visit: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sl1Xsjd-FCw 

 

 
.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sl1Xsjd-FCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sl1Xsjd-FCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sl1Xsjd-FCw
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African Swine Fever Update 

 

 

In 2021, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the detection of African 

Swine Fever (ASF) in the Dominican Republic (Announcement below). ASF is a deadly pig disease 

that spreads rapidly and affects domestic and wild swine. While not a threat to human health, the 

virus could devastate America’s swine, pork industry, and food supply. Whatever pigs mean to 

you—your livelihood or a pet—we’re all in it together. Protect our swine and keep the disease out 

of the United States. Please report any sick swine with clinical signs consistent with ASF to the State 

Veterinarian’s Office through the e-mail address RAD@FDACS.gov, or by calling (850) 410-0900 

(during office hours) or 1-800-342-5869 (after hours). You can also file a report online.  

 

Clinical signs of ASF in swine can include reddening of the skin, listlessness, vomiting, bloody 

diarrhea, conjunctivitis, lack of an escape response, trembling, complete loss of hind leg 

functioning, and high death loss.  

 

 
It is important to note that Classical Swine Fever has been present in Haiti and the Dominican 

Republic for many years and, therefore, the U.S. does not receive pork products or live swine 

imports from either country. The highest risk of ASF introduction into the U.S. is from pork products 

brought in by international travelers via sea or air. The U.S. Customs and Border Protection has 

increased inspections of products and personal items brought into the U.S from affected countries. 

 

More information regarding ASF can be found on the USDA website. 

Click here for the FDACS Announcement on ASF.  

 

 

    In the News… 
 

• Experts Urge Residents to Watch For, Report Yellow-Legged Hornets (UF/IFAS) 

 

• First Lady Casey DeSantis Announces More Than $6 Million to Support Hurricane Idalia 

Recovery in The Big Bend (FDACS) 

 

• Commissioner Wilton Simpson Announces $2 Million Budget Request to Support 

Timber Landowners Severely Impacted by Hurricane Idalia (FDACS) 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:RAD@FDACS.gov
https://www.fdacs.gov/Consumer-Resources/Animals/Animal-Diseases/Reportable-Animal-Diseases/Report-Animal-Disease
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/pests-diseases/asf?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIrZfR4_ulggMVoEdHAR06eA1-EAAYASAAEgIzdfD_BwE
https://www.fdacs.gov/content/download/99687/file/AnnouncementASF-20210802.pdf
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/news/2023/08/23/hornet/
https://www.flgov.com/2023/10/30/first-lady-casey-desantis-announces-more-than-6-million-to-support-hurricane-idalia-recovery-in-the-big-bend/
https://www.flgov.com/2023/10/30/first-lady-casey-desantis-announces-more-than-6-million-to-support-hurricane-idalia-recovery-in-the-big-bend/
https://www.fdacs.gov/News-Events/Press-Releases/2023-Press-Releases/Commissioner-Wilton-Simpson-Announces-2-Million-Budget-Request-to-Support-Timber-Landowners-Severely-Impacted-by-Hurricane-Idalia
https://www.fdacs.gov/News-Events/Press-Releases/2023-Press-Releases/Commissioner-Wilton-Simpson-Announces-2-Million-Budget-Request-to-Support-Timber-Landowners-Severely-Impacted-by-Hurricane-Idalia
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UF/IFAS Florida Gardening Calendars  

 

The Gardening Calendar publications on the UF/IFAS Solutions for Your Life website gives Florida gardeners a 

monthly guide for what to plant and do in their gardens and includes links to useful gardening websites, all based 

on University of Florida research and expertise.  Three different editions of the calendar provide specific tips for 

each of Florida's climate zones—North, Central, and South. 

 

What to Plant in November - University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (ufl.edu) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

Counties, Is Your Contact Information up to date on the SART Website? 

 

Please review your county emergency contact information at 

https://flsart.org/resource/countyinformation.jsp.  

If you need to make changes to your county contact information, please 

send a request to LeiAnna Tucker at LeiAnna.Tucker@FDACS.gov. During 

an emergency, ESF 17 and SART provides necessary food and water to 

affected areas to help protect animals, agriculture, and pets.   

 

 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_lawn_and_garden
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP451
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP450
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP452
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/plant-of-the-month/what-to-plant/what-to-plant-in-november.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/plant-of-the-month/what-to-plant/what-to-plant-in-november.html
https://flsart.org/resource/countyinformation.jsp
mailto:LeiAnna.Tucker@FDACS.gov
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 C A L E N D A R     O F      E V E N T S 

Small Animal Emergency Sheltering Training 

Florida State Animal Response Coalition (FLSARC) provides Small Animal Emergency Sheltering 

training for Florida communities. These courses teach the unique procedures, skills, and 

knowledge necessary to build and operate a temporary emergency animal shelter in response 

to natural disasters and animal cruelty cases.  These courses were created and designed by 

experts from many organizations including Florida SART, University of Florida Veterinary Emergency 

Treatment Service (VETS) Team, and leadership of FLSARC. This training is state-certified by the 

Florida Division of Emergency Management.  

Awareness Level 1 Operations Level 2 

• November 4, 2023 

• November 18, 2023 

• December 2, 2023 

• December 16, 2023 

• TBD   

 
To register, visit: https://flsarc.org/training 

SART Partners Meetings 

The following meetings are by invitation only to primary representatives of SART partner agencies:  

• Virtual Meeting – November 15, 2023, 10am – 11am  

• In-Person Quarterly Meeting – December 18, 2023, 10am – Noon,  
Southeastern Livestock Pavilion 

            

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://flsarc.org/training
https://flsarc.org/
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SART Publishes Florida Disaster Preparedness Guide for Animals and 

Agriculture 
 

The SART Florida Disaster Preparedness Guide for Animals and Agriculture developed by the State 

Agricultural Response Team (SART) and Emergency Support Function 17 (ESF 17) is published on the 

SART website at flsart.org under the “Resources” tab.  

 

This Guide has been developed to help County Emergency Managers respond to disasters that 

impact animals and agriculture within the state of Florida. Please use the link provided to take you 

directly to the new Florida SART Disaster Preparedness Guide.  

 

This Guide was developed with the collaboration of the Florida SART partners from across Florida. Many 

Florida SART partner agencies and FDACS staff contributed to this Guide through their expertise, 

editing and review. These Florida SART partners are recognized throughout the Guide by their logos.  

 

 

 
 

https://flsart.org/
https://flsart.org/resource/DisasterPreparednessGuides/DisasterPreparednessGuides.jsp
https://flsart.org/resource/DisasterPreparednessGuides/DisasterPreparednessGuides.jsp
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Food Safety and Food Defense Report 

A special section dedicated to feed and food emergency planning and response.  

FDACS Division of Food Safety is responsible for assuring the public of a safe, wholesome, and properly 

represented food supply through permitting and inspection of food establishments, inspection of food products, 

and performance of specialized laboratory analysis on a variety of food products sold or produced in the state.  

The Division of Food Safety monitors food from the farm gate, through processing and distribution, to the retail 

point of purchase.  

  
 

Thanksgiving Holiday Food Safety Tips 

 

Did you know an average frozen turkey (16-20 lbs.) needs to be thawed 4-5 days in the refrigerator? 

Discover several meaningful food safety tips to reduce foodborne illness while you and yours spend time 

with friends and family during your holiday traditions this year.   

 

Visit the Division of Food Safety’s Consumer Resources and Outreach Holidays and Festivals website to learn: 

how to safely thaw your turkey and thaw it in a brine solution, what safe cooking temperatures are, how to 

safely put away leftovers, and menu planning tips for your family gathering along with FreshFromFlorida 

recipes and Food Safety flyers specifically for Thanksgiving. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.fdacs.gov/Consumer-Resources/Food-Safety-Consumer-Resources/Holidays-and-Festivals
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vajQJ5ENXV4
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About the SART Sentinel 

 The SART Sentinel is an email newsletter prepared monthly by the members of the Florida State Agricultural 

Response Team on the Florida SART website at www.FLSART.org. 

If you have a story or photo that you would like to have considered for publication in the SART Sentinel, please 

contact the editors. 

Editing Services:  The Turner Network, LLC under contract with the Florida Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services, Division of Animal Industry.   

E-mail: flsart@turnernetwork.com  

Associate Editor:  LeiAnna Tucker, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Animal 

Industry.   

E-mail: LeiAnna.Tucker@FDACS.gov   

SART Resources and Links 

 

Please log in and update 

your membership 

information online at:  

 

www.FLSART.org   

 
 

 

Large Animal Incident Response Plan Template 

https://flsart.org/resource/TLAER  

 

Pet Sheltering Resources 

https://flsart.org/resource/petshelter  

 

Ask IFAS: Disaster Preparedness and Recovery 

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/entity/topic/disaster_preparedness_and_reco

very  

 

Get Involved!  Florida Veterinary Corps 

https://flsart.org/getInvolved/vetcorps.jsp  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.flsart.org/
mailto:flsart@turnernetwork.com
mailto:LeiAnna.Tucker@FDACS.gov
http://www.flsart.org/
https://flsart.org/resource/TLAER
https://flsart.org/resource/petshelter
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/entity/topic/disaster_preparedness_and_recovery
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/entity/topic/disaster_preparedness_and_recovery
https://flsart.org/getInvolved/vetcorps.jsp

