Satellite images of hurricanes Charley (2004) and lan (2022) as they pass over Florida.

Severe Weather Information: What Media Can You

Trust?

We are one month into the 2024
Atlantic Hurricane Season, and we
have already had a named storm
develop in the Gulf of Mexico, and
severe weather that resulted in
flooding in South Florida. Floridians
have their full attention on the
weather as we fry to be prepared
before the next big storm to make
landfall. With so many different
media outlets showing potential
weather forecasts, how can you
choose the most accurate weather
prediction? If you listen to the wrong
source, you could be left
unprepared when severe weather
comes to your front door.

Florida SART recenfly had the
opportunity to connect with Amy
Godsey, Chief State Meteorologist
with the State Watch Office, on the
best resources for keeping you and
your family informed of possible
severe weather heading your way.
For hurricane updates, Godsey
recommends that you check the
National Hurricane Centfer and

Cenftral Pacific Hurricane Center for
updates on any potential tropical
storm development and potentially
impacted areas. For other severe
weather information and alerts for
warnings and watches in your area
check out the State Watch Office
page. This page is also located on
the Florida Division of Emergency
Management website and has
some great information about all
things Florida emergency
preparedness, from how to make a
plan for your family to recovery
information for recent storms. Lastly,
another tfrusted resource for severe
weather information is your local
news station. These news stations
can give very detailed information
that is tailored to your community.

Itis never too early to prepare for the
next storm system by finding the best
way for you and your family to
receive accurate weather
forecasts! Now is a good fime to sign
up for alerts for severe weather in
your areal
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e ESF 17 and SART At the Desoto
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* Food Safety Before, During,
and After a Power Outage

“l recommend that you

check the National

Hurricane Center for

updates on any potential
tropical storm

development and

potentially impacted

areas.”

— Amy Godsey

State Meteorologist

Florida Division of Emergency
Management
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SART Activates in Response to Invest 90L South Florida Flooding

On June 13™M, the Florida State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) was activated in
response to a large severe weather storm named Invest 90L, that brought heavy rainfall
to the South Florida Area. In several parts of South Florida such as Lee, Collier, Broward,
and Miami-Dade counties, there were up to 10+ inches of rainfall that caused flooding in
residential areas. Many roadways to and from these areas such as I-95 were shut down
due to flood waters for almost 7 hours leaving many Floridians unable to make their
routine fravels.

Florida State Agriculfural Response Team (SART) was also activated to assess any critical
or unmet needs for Animals and Agriculture in the South Florida areas that were
impacted. While fields and pastures did experience flooding, both welcomed the water
after experiencing a recent drought. Many of the normal field crops were in-between
their normal production seasons and these rains helped to prepare the fields for future
planting and harvesting of these crops.

No major damage to animal facilities and no displaced animals were reported.
Aquaculture reported five production sites that were temporarily closed for harvesting
until further water testing could be conducted. While the road shutdowns affected the
localresidents it also affected the movement of milk to and from the McArthur Production
Plant. However, within a few hours the water had drained enough for routine operations
to continue.

The Food Safety Team also conducted a large amount of phone assessments with little to
no damages reported from food retail establishments. Thank you to all of our SART
Partners for their coordination efforts during this severe weather event! Flooding in Florida
can be a huge concern during this fime of year with severe weather from the typical
afternoon thunderstorm to a hurricane making landfall. It is never too late to check your
family’s or organization’'s emergency plans in case of a flood event in your areal

FLORIDADISASTER.ORG
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The Florida Disaster Preparedness Guide for Animals and Agriculture

The Florida Disaster Preparedness Guide for Animals and Agriculture was developed by the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) and the Florida State Agricultural
Response Team (SART). This guide explores the various animal and agricultural sectors in the state of
Florida that are at risk from natural and man-made disasters, and what you can do to help prepare
and protect animals and agriculture before a disaster strikes. The recommendations and resources in
this guide are applicable to preparing for all hazards such as hurricanes, floods, wildfires, disease
infroduction, hazardous material spills, and more.

This publication is available only to SART members. To access the Florida Disaster Preparedness Guide
for Animals and Agriculture, visit the SART welbsite aft flsart.org, and navigate to the “Resources” tab.
It may also be accessed directly at:

https://flsart.org/resource/DisasterPreparednessGuides/DisasterPreparednessGuides.jsp

Florida

Disaster
Preparedness

Guide

For Animals

“and Agriculture
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ESF 17 and SART At the Desoto County’s Hurricane Expo

From left to right: Marc Purvis (EM Coordinator), Chris Fankhauser (EM Specialist), Matt Devitt (WINK
News), and Richard Christoff (EM director)

Desoto County kicked off the 2024 Hurricane Season with a preparedness expo fo help residents learn
more about how to be better prepared for Florida's next hurricane. Florida Department of Agriculfure
and Consumer Services' (FDACS) very own Emergency Support Function (ESF) 17 specialist, Melody
Belanger, aftended and distributed valuable SART preparedness resources for both animals and
agriculture.

Animal checklists that can be found in the SART Disaster Preparedness Guide for Animals and Agriculture
were given to the aftendees to aid in their family preparedness plan efforts. More information about SART
fraining was also provided to the local Desoto County residents. To connect pet owners with local
resources, Desoto County Animal Services gave a presentation about pet preparedness for the upcoming
severe weather. The last bit of information that was discussed was what pet supplies should be purchased
during the tax-free holidays.

Melody Belanger (FDACS) providing SART and ESF 17 information to the residents of Desoto County.
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Florida veterinarians and veterinary
technicians have volunteered to assist local

and state emergency management officials

in responding to animal emergencies. The

Florida Veterinary Corps is recruiting more
volunteers to help protect our state.

Become A Volunteer

To apply to the Florida Veterinary Corps,
visit www.FLSART.org

Florida Veterinary Corps

What is the Florida
Veterinary Corps?

+ The Florida Veterinary Corps (The Corps)
is a component of the Florida State
Agricultural Response Team (SART),
established within the Florida Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services
and a cooperative effort with the Florida
Veterinary Medical Association and
the University of Florida, College of
Veterinary Medicine.

+ The Corps has been established to enlist
veterinarians and veterinary technicians
who are willing to volunteer their services
in responding to animal emergencies in
the state of Florida.

+ During activation, Corps volunteers
will work within an Incident Command
System structure under state Emergency
Support Function 17 as part of the State
Emergency Response Team.

+ Corps volunteers will be kept informed
as to the status of emergencies and the
need for volunteers depending upon the
specific emergency.

+ Volunteers may serve in veterinary
infrastructure assessment teams,
triage or emergency animal treatment
teams, and animal disease surveillance
or control teams under an Incident
Command System structure.

Florida VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

UF College of
Veterinary Medicine

UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

Obligation of Corps Volunteers

+ Corps volunteers will serve only when
activated within an Incident Command
System structure under state Emergency
Support Function 17 as part of the State
Emergency Response Team and adhere
to all state regulations and rules.

Complete the following four Incident
Command System trainings to apply

for The Corps. The Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) provides
the independent study courses online,
free of charge. The training is required for
credentialing of emergency responders
by the Department of Homeland

Security. The courses are critical to

train a professional volunteer Corps
capable of responding as part of the state
Emergency Support Function 17 and
State Emergency Response Team.

+ 1S-100.C: Introduction to the Incident
Command System (ICS)

+ 1S-200.C: Basic ICS for Initial Response

+ 1S-700.B: An Introduction to the
National Incident Management
System (NIMS)

+ 1S-800.D: National Response
Framework, An Introduction

+ Corps volunteers will only be activated in
response to specific emergency situations
and may decline service at any time.

Become a Volunteer of the Florida Veterinary Corps Today!

Florida
Veterinary
Corps

Safeguarding Animal and Public
Health in Florida

A cooperative effort of the Florida State
Agricultural Response Team and its
Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, Florida Veterinary
Medical Association, and University of
Florida College of Veterinary Medicine.

Florida
Veterinary

Corps

Rationale

+ Protecting animal agriculture and
household pets in Florida begins locally
and requires cooperation, participation,
and partnership.

+ Federal or other outside assistance to
deal with an animal disease emergency
may not be available for hours or days.

+ Animal agriculture in Florida is highly
vulnerable to severe disruption and
financial loss through natural disasters
and exotic or zoonotic diseases.

+ Counties and state agencies must be
prepared to respond to animal disasters
through planning and identification of
human and material resources.

+ Natural disasters are unpredictable and
cannot be prevented.

+ Florida has a high risk for introduction of
a foreign animal disease.

Become a Volunteer

To apply to the Florida Veterinary Corps,

visit www.FLSART.org
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Welcome to Summer!

LO O

Time Elapsed:
20 minutes

FLORIDADISASTER.ORG/HAZARDS/HEAT-WAVE

It's that time of the year again, the annual baking of our nation — summertime! While the season
has officially just begun, the National Weather Service has issued heat advisories for our state over
the last several days. According to HEAT.gov - National Integrated Heat Health Information
System, there are approximately 61.5 million people that are currently under a heat alert. During
these warmer temperatures, it's a good idea to brush up on ways to keep yourself, coworkers,
and animals safe. A good reference chart for recommended work/rest cycles can be found on
the CDC Heat Stress website. Unlike most charts, this one includes the humidity and cloud cover
factor.

Our animals—pets and livestock—are also af risk for heat iliness during these high temperatures.

v Make sure you monitor your animals while they are out in the heat.

v' Animals should always have access to clean and drinkable water.

v" Shaded areas such as a barn or covered pole barn are recommended to be accessible
to large animals to get a break from the sun.

v' Use caution when using working animals, give them ample breaks, and reduce physical
exercise when possible.

v Don't leave pets in cars unattended.

v" Avoid walking pets on the sidewalk or asphalt roadways as those areas can become very
hot and potentially burn the paw pads of your pet.

v Become familiar with the signs of heat exhaustion and heat stroke. You may be surprised
they are very similar fo the human signs and symptoms, but do not discount the
differences. Even the freatment methods bear some similarities — move to the shade,
apply ice packs or cold towels to the body and head, and immediately seek medical
aid. When in doubt always contact your veterinarian to have your animal examined for
possible heat-related injuries or illnesses. The Humane Society website has a very
informative page with tips and tricks to keep your animals safe.
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Be Sure to Check Out the FDACS and UF IFAS Partnership Video

The Florida State Agricultural Response Team (SART), Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services (FDACS), and University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences
(UF/IFAS) teamed up to create a new video on their disaster response partnership.

UF IFAS

UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

Published in December 2022 on YouTube, the video features interviews with LeiAnna Moorhead
(FDACS Emergency Programs Manager), Dr. Sagib Mukhtar (UF/IFAS Associate Dean for
Extension, Agriculture, and Natural Resources), and Dr. Angie Lindsey [Extension Disaster
Education Network (EDEN])].

EDEN is funded by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and is a collaborative
multi-state effort by cooperative extension services across the country to improve the delivery
of services to citizens affected by disasters.

FLORIDA EDEN
READINESS SERIES

£l 2
{ ao = Nl b ;
\ University of Florida/Institute of Food and

Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS) P. Ny
Disaster Response T v
. (Al s T

UFTFAS @, Centerfor

BT Wos 550 o7 ey Plgyss pmoperiion

Dr. Lindsey highlighted the important connection that agricultural extension agents have
throughout the State of Florida. "We learn so much from our Extension agents and the work that
they're already doing fthroughout the state and the work that they do within their own
communities for disaster preparedness, recovery, and response,” said Dr. Lindsey.

To view the video for yourself, and to like or comment, please visit:
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=SI1Xsjd-FCw
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Gingers, Peppers, Roselle, ' Boniato, Gingers, Roselle,
Tomatillo, Tomatoes, Sugarcane, Tropical Spinaches
Tropical Spinaches

EASYTO
TRANSPLANT

Amaranth, Calabaza, Long Amaranth, Cassava, Calabaza, Amaranth, Papaya, Pineapple,
Squash, Luffa, Seminole Long Squash, Luffa, Papaya, Sweet Potatoes
Pumpkin Pigeon Pea, Pineapple,

Seminole Pumpkin

TRANSPLANT
CAREFULLY

Chayote, Cucumbers, Chayote, Okra, Peas (southern), Chayote
Peas (southern), Pumpkin Pumpkin

UF IFAS Extension B o mgﬁa Gardening& For more informa'tion,'please visit
UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA -, GARDENER SOLUTIONS GardeningSolutions.ifas.ufl.edu

Q7] YOLUNTEER

UF/IFAS Florida Gardening Calendars

The Gardening Calendar publicatfions on the UF/IFAS Solutions for Your Life website gives Florida gardeners a
monthly guide for what to plant and do in their gardens and includes links to useful gardening websites, all based
on University of Florida research and expertise. Three different edifions of the calendar provide specific tips for
each of Florida's climate zones—North, Central, and South.

What to Plant in July - University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (ufl.edu)

Counties, Is Your Contact Information up to date on the SART Website?

Please review your county emergency contact information af:
https://flsart.org/resource/countyinformation.jsp.

If you need to make changes to your county contact information, please
send a request fo LeiAnna Moorhead at LeiAnna.Moorhead@FDACS.gov.
During an emergency, ESF 17 and SART provides necessary food and
water to affected areas to help protect animals, agriculture, and pets.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS pg-y

Small Animal Emergency Sheltering Training

Florida State Animal Response Coadlition (FLSARC) provides Small Animal Emergency Sheltering
fraining for Florida communities. These courses teach the unique procedures, skills, and
knowledge necessary to build and operate a temporary emergency animal shelter in response
to natural disasters and animal cruelty cases. These courses were created and designed by
experts from many organizations including Florida SART, University of Florida Veterinary Emergency
Treatment Service (VETS) Team, and leadership of FLSARC. This training is state-certified by the
Florida Division of Emergency Management.

Awareness Level 1 Operations Level 2 \

July 13, 2024 e August 17-18, 2024
July 17, 2024 e August 24-25, 2024
July 20, 2024

July 27, 2024
August 7, 2024
August 28-29, 2024

To register, visit: https://flsarc.org/training

SART Partners Meeting

The following meeting is by invitation only to primary representatives of SART partner agencies
and are not open to the public:

e Virtual Microsoft Teams Meeting — August 21, 2024, 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. EST.

e Quarterly In-Person Meeting — September 25th, at 10:30 a.m.

In the News...

e Florida Forest Service Opens Applications for Southern Pine Beetle Assistance and
Prevention Program (FDACS)

e Commissioner Wilton Simpson Issues Emergency Rule to Further Protect Florida
Livestock from Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (FDACS)

e Deftections of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in Livestock (USDA/APHIS)

e Fairseason is here, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has
published the following resources for fair organizers and animal exhibitors.
o Considerations and Information for Fair Exhibitors to Help Prevent Influenza
o Considerations and Information for Fair Organizers to Help Prevent Influenza
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USDA: Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Detections in Livestock

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and State veterinary and public health officials are
investigating an illness among dairy cows. Beginning in March, USDA confirmed the detection
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) amongst some domestic dairy herds.

HPAI is a disease that is highly contagious and often deadly in pouliry, caused by highly
pathogenic avian influenza A (H5) and A (H7) viruses; it is also known as bird or avian flu. HPAI
viruses can be fransmitted by wild birds to domestic pouliry and other bird and animal species.
Although bird flu viruses do not normally infect humans, sporadic human infections have
occurred. It is important to note that “highly pathogenic” refers to severe impact in birds, not
necessarily in humans.

Depanment of

. HPAI in Domestic Livestock — Affected States

Confirmad Affected States

This is a developing story. The USDA has opened a webpage and federal order with forthcoming
guidance pertaining to the situation. Please visit https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-
disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/livestock for the latest details.

Further, FDA states confidence that pasteurization does effectively inactivate HPAI in milk.
However, “the FDA continues to advise strongly against the consumption of raw mik and
recommends that industry does not manufacture or sell raw milk or raw milk products.” For more
information, please visit https://www.fda.gov/food/alerts-advisories-safety-information/updates-
highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza-hpai.

In Florida, Commissioner of Agriculture Wilton Simpson issued Emergency Rule 5CER24-4. The
Emergency Rule imposes specific restrictions on the importation of cafttle intfo Florida to prevent
the spread of HPAI. There have been no detections of HPAI in any livestock in Florida. For more
information,  please  visit  https://www.fdacs.gov/News-Events/Press-Releases/2024-Press-
Releases/Commissioner-Wilton-Simpson-Issues-Emergency-Rule-to-Further-Protect-Florida-
Livestock-from-Highly-Pathogenic-Avian-Influenza. View the FDACS Emerging Disease in Dairy
Cattle announcement af: https://ccmedia.fdacs.gov/content/download/115892/file/2024-
HPAI-Dairy-Caftle-Announcement.pdf
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Did You Know? SART Offers Pet-Friendly Sheltering Online Training

The Pet-Friendly Sheltering Online Training is the first of its kind to be offered in Florida. The
Training guidance to private, local, and state entities on how to plan for and operate a pet-
friendly shelter to ensure that individuals evacuating from a disaster with their household pets
are accommodated.

[

FED.

This training includes useful information on how to:

Use the Incident Command System in pet-friendly shelter planning and operations;
Plan for a pet-friendly shelter;

Understand the Pets Evacuation and Transportation Standards Act (PETS Act);
Establish partnerships for resource coordination;

Deliver a unified message for resource coordination;

Deliver a unified message to the public before, during, and after an emergency, and;
Set up, operate, and demobilize a pet-friendly shelter.

The four-hour course is designed for emergency managers, county employees, veterinary and
animal services, and shelter volunteers. There is no charge for this 100% online course. For more
information, please visit www.FLSART.org.
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Chronic Wasting Disease Detected in Florida

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) has confirmed that a road-killed 4.5 year-
old female white-tailed deer in Holmes County sampled during routine surveillance activities has tested
positive for chronic wasting disease (CWD). It is the first known case of CWD in Florida. CWD is a
contagious disease of the brain and cenftral nervous system that is always fatal to deer. FWC and Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) have implemented response and
management actions to protect against the possible spread of CWD.

On September 8, 2023, the FWC issued a new executive order outlining regulations designed to increase
sampling and slow the spread of CWD in Florida deer. Existing regulations pertaining to the establishment
of the zone, baiting and feeding restrictions, prohibition of rehabilitating or releasing injured or orphaned
deer and export of high-risk parts remain in effect. If you are a permitted captive Cervidae premises and
have any questions regarding CWD, please reach out to the FDACS Division of Animal Industry, at (850)
410-0900. Visit the FWC CWD website for more information, updates, and resources.
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African Swine Fever Update

In 2021, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the detection of African Swine
Fever (ASF) in the Dominican Republic. ASF is a deadly pig disease that spreads rapidly and affects
domestic and wild swine. While not a threat to human health, the virus could devastate America’s swine,
pork industry, and food supply. Whatever pigs mean to you—your livelihood or a pet—we're all in it
together. Protect our swine and keep the disease out of the United States. Please report any sick swine
with clinical signs consistent with ASF to the State Veterinarian's Office through the e-mail address
RAD@FDACS.gov, or by calling (850) 410-0900 (during office hours) or 1-800-342-5869 (after hours). You
can also file a report online.

Clinical signs of ASF in swine can include reddening of the skin, listlessness, vomiting, bloody diarrheq,
conjunctivitis, lack of an escape response, frembling, complete loss of hind leg functioning, and high
death loss.

It is important to note that Classical Swine Fever has been present in Haiti and the Dominican Republic
for many years and, therefore, the U.S. does not receive pork products or live swine imports from either
country. The highest risk of ASF infroduction into the U.S. is from pork products brought in by intfernational
travelers via sea or air. The U.S. Customs and Border Protection has increased inspections of products
and personal items brought into the U.S from affected countries. More information regarding ASF can
be found on the USDA website.

Click here for the FDACS Announcement on ASF.
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Know how to keep food safe before during and
after emergencies. Hurricanes, tornadoes, winter
weather and other events may cause power
outages. Follow these tips to help minimize food
loss and reduce your risk of foodborne illness.

BEFORE

PLAN AHEAD (IF YOU (AN)

Group foods
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selrigerator and freezec If they're 08 3t safe
Temperatures, your foed should be fine,

The following feods are safe if held above 40 °F for more thaa 2 bours: l : |/ B

a Laes 1:3
e £ 2 > g

Mocd heeses ihedda,  Grted Pameni,  Batiercc Opened Operned Jely, Mum w:n rRrnhie,
(olty, Swhis, Parmesan, Koo, o nigicoe  Pet kel Gonedfrutt s, w0y, barbecor,
Provolone, Romans) wmbinaton Redchp, oifves, pickies and Wobn saces |
B o e

=0 2 & =&

Bread ol oy, Bocakdet foodh frut fosd NG REFREEZE FOOD THAT STILL CONTAINS
ey, Quick ples mashrooms, vegetabics ICECRYSTALS OR 15 A7 83'F OR BELOW
[ . b :

hests, No.m and fruit

FOI.I.OW THESE STEPS AFTER A FLOOD:
s DO NOT EAT 20y food that muy have toudhed B00d waler, z?’*;p:nd
F T E R A DISCARD FOOD h0t b watespeoel containnts; screw-Gaps, 309p Ids, patl / \ Ul

A / \ $0p5, 304 (rimpad tops are nat waterpeool
= uS(AF:)ar:bwﬂluu:‘nmmby Soernads Boaes 30d home caaned ;
F I-o o SANITZE oy

,“f

- DRSCARD any damaged cans that have swelling, beakage, puscleres, 1tbsp. bleach +
holes, fractoned, mefmtdeep FESTIOg, Of Crushisg Centing sevese
0 oaough 1o prevint normal stacking o cpening 1gallon water

USDA Ad
7 ”n

et FoodSafety.gov

ARt remiving
Labely
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https://foodsafety.gov

SART Resovurces and Links

T
L1

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza - USDA APHIS Flock Defender
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-
disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program/outbreak-
illness/outbreak-illness

Large Animal Incident Response Plan Template Please log in and update

https://flsart.org/resource/TLAER your membership
information online at:

Pet Sheltering Resources

https://flsart.org/resource/petshelter

WWW.FLSART.org

Ask IFAS: Disaster Preparedness and Recovery
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/entity/topic/disaster_preparedness_and_reco
very

Get Involved! Florida Veterinary Corps
https://flsart.org/getinvolved/vetcorps.jsp

Ready Business Power Outage Toolkit
https://ccmedia.fdacs.gov/content/download/79712/file/Power_Out
age_Ready_Business_Toolkit_Interactive_Final_508.pdf

About the SART Sentinel

The SART Sentinel is an email newsletter prepared monthly by the members of the Florida State Agricultural
Response Team on the Florida SART website at www.FLSART.org.

If you have a story or photo that you would like to have considered for publication in the SART Sentinel, please
contact the editors.

Editing Services: The Turner Network, LLC under confract with the Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, Division of Animal Industry.
E-mail: flsart@turnernetwork.com

Associate Editor: LeiAnna Moorhead, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of
Animal Industry.
E-mail: LeiAnna.Moorhead@FDACS.gov
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