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 that it can spread from people to animals in some situations.3,886 cases of dog and cat 

food  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Special Features of this Issue: 
 

• Florida DEM Opens New 

State-of-the-Art Emergency 

Management Warehouse in 

Auburndale 

 

• Images of Recovery: Utilizing 

Photographs to Understand, 

Connect, & Restore Following 

Recent Hurricanes 

 

• Commissioner Wilton Simpson 

Encourages Floridians to 

Choose Pasteurized Milk 

Products from Florida Dairy 

Farmers 

 

 

“Florida’s pasteurized 

milk supply is safe, 

nutritious, and closely 

controlled from the farm 

to your local grocery 

store” 

 
— Wilton Simpson 

Florida Commissioner of Agriculture 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traditionally it has originated from 

Central America and even some 

Caribbean countries. However, an 

infestation originating from our 

southern borders would present 

unique challenges that our nation 

has not seen since the 1950s and 

1960s. But these challenges are 

not insurmountable, as we have 

overcome them before. To be 

clear, there are no reports of NWS 

infestations in the United States 

currently.  

 

As with hurricane preparedness, 

the Florida Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer 

Services (FDACS) is currently 

increasing their preparedness by 

procuring necessary NWS specific 

response equipment. FDACS is also 

working with other states to create 

a unified response plan, should the 

need arise. 

 

 
Continued, next page. 

 
 

 

Some of you may recall back in 

2016 there was a brief New World 

Screwworm (NWS) infestation in 

the Florida Keys. Unfortunately, 

that infestation had a significant 

negative impact on the Keys’ 

wildlife. Fortunately for Florida and 

the United States, the infestation 

occurred in an area that was ideal 

for eradication efforts.  

 

Securing islands are much easier 

to do and allow for more 

methodical techniques and 

tactics to be employed against 

the threat. Because of this ideal 

setup, the Keys were determined 

NWS free within a year.  Fast-

forward to 2025, the NWS threat 

has reared its head again. This 

time, as many are probably 

aware, the threat is coming from 

Mexico and Central America. 

 

It should be stated that a threat of 

an NWS infestation has always 

been present to a degree. 

Photo credit: USDA APHIS 

What’s the Buzz with New World Screwworm? 

https://piecenter.com/partner-programs/images-of-recovery/
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What’s the Buzz with New World Screwworm? (continued) 
 

 
Photo credit: USDA APHIS 
 

For more information on NWS, please reference the resources below.  There you can find a robust 

amount of information about the NWS fly, historical information about infestations, eradication 

techniques, and even updates on current locations.  You can also find several informational 

flyers available for download that can help educate and promote awareness. 

 

New World Screwworm Resources 

• Commissioner Simpson, FDACS Urge Vigilance as New World Screwworm Threat 

Increases (FDACS) 

• New World Screwworm (FDACS) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fdacs.gov/News-Events/Press-Releases/2025-Press-Releases/Commissioner-Wilton-Simpson-FDACS-Urge-Vigilance-as-New-World-Screwworm-Threat-Increases
https://www.fdacs.gov/News-Events/Press-Releases/2025-Press-Releases/Commissioner-Wilton-Simpson-FDACS-Urge-Vigilance-as-New-World-Screwworm-Threat-Increases
https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Pests-and-Diseases/Animal-Pests-and-Diseases/New-World-Screwworm


 
  

 

Page 3 of 19 ● September 2025 ● Volume 21, Number 9 ● FLSART.org ●   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New World Screwworm 
Story provided by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

 

New World screwworms are fly larvae (maggots) that can infest livestock and other warm-

blooded animals, including people. They most often enter an animal through an open wound.  

They feed on the animal’s living flesh and, if not treated, infestations can be fatal.  While New 

World screwworm (Cochliomyia hominivorax) has not been widely present in the United States 

since the 1960s, it is still found in most of South America and in five Caribbean countries. Cases 

began spreading in 2023, heading north from Panama, and have reached southern Mexico, 

increasing the risk of reintroduction into the United States. 

 

 
 

Signs 

Screwworms are typically found on warm-blooded animals that have a draining or enlarging 

wound. 

 

Screwworm eggs are creamy and white and deposited in a shingle-like manner on or near the 

edges of superficial wounds. The larvae are cylindrical with one pointed end and one blunt 

end and have rings of dark brown spines around the body.  Female screwworm flies are larger 

than a housefly with a dark blue to blue-green body and reddish-orange head. 

 

Almost any type of wound can become infested with screwworm larvae, including those 

caused by feeding ticks, castration, dehorning, branding, shearing, barbed wire fences, and 

even shedding of antler velvet in deer.  The navels of newborn mammals can also become 

infested. 

 

Guidance for Animal Health 

Carefully inspect animal wounds and hides for signs of screwworm. Owners should immediately 

consult their veterinarian if a case of screwworm is suspected. 
Continued, next page. 
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New World Screwworm (continued) 
Story provided by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

 

Treatment 

Screwworm infestation is treated by cleaning the site and topical application of a pesticide or 

other medication effective at killing the screwworm larvae. Treated wounds should be inspected 

daily until completely healed.  The examining veterinarian will remove larvae from the wound 

with tweezers, place them in alcohol, and report to the Florida Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services' Division of Animal Industry (State Veterinarian’s Office). 

 

Report Suspected Cases 

• By phone during office hours: (850) 410-0900  

• By phone after hours: 1-800-342-5869 

• Via email: RAD@FDACS.gov 

• Report online at: www.FDACS.gov/RAD 

 

Wildlife Reports 

To report sick or injured wildlife, including a suspected screwworm infestation, call the Florida Fish 

and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) at 1-888-404-FWCC (3922) or email the Wildlife 

Health Team at WildlifeHealthTeam@MyFWC.com. 

 

 
Resources 

• Information on the Screwworm Eradication Program (USDA APHIS) 

 

Screwworm Information Sheets (Provided by USDA APHIS) 

• Screwworm Brochure (English Version)  

• Screwworm Brochure (Spanish Version)  

• Screwworm Poster  

• Screwworm Factsheet  

• Screwworm Pest Alert (English Version)  

• Screwworm Pest Alert (Spanish Version)  

 

For the latest information, visit:  

https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Pests-and-Diseases/Animal-Pests-and-

Diseases/New-World-Screwworm 

 

  
 

 

mailto:RAD@FDACS.gov
https://www.fdacs.gov/Consumer-Resources/Animals/Animal-Diseases/Reportable-Animal-Diseases/Report-Animal-Disease
mailto:WildlifeHealthTeam@MyFWC.com
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/cattle-disease-information/nws
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/bro-new-world-screwworm.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/bro-new-world-screwworm-sp.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/screwworm-poster.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/pest-alert-new-world-screwworm.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/pest-alert-new-world-screwworm.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vs-pest-alert-new-world-screwworm-es-2.pdf
https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Pests-and-Diseases/Animal-Pests-and-Diseases/New-World-Screwworm
https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Pests-and-Diseases/Animal-Pests-and-Diseases/New-World-Screwworm
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Florida Division of Emergency Management Opens New State-of-the-Art 

Emergency Management Warehouse in Auburndale 
 

 
Photo by Jesse Romimora 

 

the Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) celebrated the grand opening of Florida’s 

Central Operations and Coordination Office, a critical investment in the state’s ability to prepare for, 

respond to, and recover from disasters. Located in the heart of Central Florida, the 421,600-square-foot 

facility is already 91% utilized. It will serve as a major hub for disaster logistics and coordination. Stocked 

with equipment, including utility vehicles, forklifts, and skid steers, the warehouse will ensure lifesaving 

supplies such as food, water, flood prevention resources, and generators can be staged and deployed 

quickly after a disaster to communities in need.  

 

“This new facility is more than just a warehouse—it’s a promise to the people of Florida,” said Executive 

Director Kevin Guthrie. “By expanding our capacity, improving our logistics, and adding state-of-the-art 

features, we’re ensuring that when disaster strikes, help gets to our communities faster than ever before. 

This is how we strengthen resilience and lead the way in emergency management.” 

 

The new warehouse offers several improvements from the current State Logistics Response Center 

(SLRC), including: 

• 400 trailer spaces (up from 130 at SLRC) 

• Over 100 sleeping quarters (up from 16) 

• Three hazardous material closets with air quality monitoring and leak detection 

• A drive-in loading design allowing trailers to be loaded and deployed entirely indoors, saving 

time and deploying resources faster 

• A helipad capable of landing Florida National Guard aircraft  

 

Supported by billions of dollars dedicated to enhancing response and recovery capabilities at both the 

state and local levels, these efforts ensure Florida is prepared not only to respond but also to build long-

term resilience. The newest warehouse—strategically co-located with major distribution centers and 

interstate infrastructure—will house more than 300 personnel, enabling faster, more efficient 

deployment of resources and improved coordination during emergencies. With expanded space, 

advanced features, and enhanced logistics capabilities, this facility represents a major step forward in 

protecting Floridians and ensuring rapid action when every second counts. 

 

As the peak of the Atlantic Hurricane Season approaches, Florida residents and visitors are encouraged 

to remain vigilant by visiting FloridaDisaster.org and following FDEM on Instagram, Facebook, and X for 

weather updates and preparedness tips. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.sparkpostmail.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FA2gHc0Nlui1D7qV82LVrjw~~%2FAAS2yhA~%2Fp8UqlZYpovJl-Cm7HjHAphnrmiZa6csiSQm8MkN34s2PByH7SJOLqwrj72fS0JTX8eNM7P2ne_LXh94nFAOIYMUzWrNUjZrCSzKI9E6sY6XAiOOuZKn90oQVloKDzeNgamCFIlbkvGlEVSWAb5aFLkJkovFbfZ3wMgh4rtruIslAjrwZzyH7bIopUNcvUuJKI_vDITH1m-ijRQmFX0VVy9WWPb3Xo-EowjJs8bNU3zu_MsKJb5FXZ7XgCUm2engF0vQknAOkf-XtWP5NeEB_c4bmTBDr9I1YiR117VAE4dWe25vm9rzDzVcra1d8M6yBjPi248PNaeVfWDba7NDfcvi0DUwc3UveboYJrJZAcENYO8xEEicM_kIrVj4frgcu1_ikRPJJnTVn22qIL0ijHZ0nm_HezMjwdHTU9tUXL2cBEZFUyQhRVUEKleZL5bOx5ybGU5zYTBao439p8z-aWh6zEMMCI49BRI1CZT2BXGsRF70kYy7wNejZEucs20I0tj8pNEcC1W9pA6H_qWrwYXwRtFv4adt1MdxebV6s6mGBXOgQyvn9VIuaIymw6s17PYXSh1LO8Yd73SXYOe1mZJPfQjAPyONF9ReALAkrPAdNJqlE40gAG8pYuOM1LazOuo_aRBXQuawjlTl0dN2-DF6FqDSaM-bJLTiV3XgcFHok5AsXtngaAH15C8Ci3KK5smOINvfrQc56T9DEh6m79e_nQ0Xvlc_fy5TdYBZMagXvPTzWmJIkFUcvp0xixV3VN-oIYXNZifnPEZFm8u-p4N_FQ2DFmBiH8MnFj171NazthWH-pVZEghDxjn_Bo_udszi70fEuKWmaGQ_Cllrt32-kOIEIEKbJ3n9zlvx3-nQ~&data=05%7C02%7Cstephanie.hartman%40em.myflorida.com%7C7bf7c135ecca4164219c08dde0db3b0f%7C9ce0de61985749a2b40c3a9cb9f8f4dc%7C0%7C0%7C638913954372000295%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A4ed0a9eXuFWVwLaqEjP8beWnPFGmUpGHKKAkJ%2BK6gI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.sparkpostmail.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fb3G1zzHqWWXXZ1MlyEFxVA~~%2FAAS2yhA~%2FWN38xsV7BkR6AXRmMgFwePdruaaaVIxqYvJ6P9sZmhezSq0elNcrpDyy4d_X0ve6Rxzp0BOL5X-Cd3CUZmRasWlBRUZp6RTE1fg00NkaobkkDG-If9AEJ6GNG8qRnjImOaKx_6pwmg5Qkwh1b7PS3u8R9yd0xb5MtW6JxSAXHokXsCXwzksAq-_FrRFcLXCxnLFJdUb9X2JrqMAQBX1D8k4SZDwgy9y4pa5iMTY7wYUhARqcUz_5C61eeCx1N4_l83HKiuMZ-7L9BWbBpWtoHgIWIo8BjIsK6y3OBanngW1fv8uZKPrzUubVrE8_SxQnl_6VY48xKWz70p1uHkCOT20q-hyDuLfLkeGsfbfw4-Usid1rPRnDc-gZHBHaGFjS7iRb4exBtUYL-nCbFvpCrgU-m2f-IrXf8E3VXOx0erzA6IwTrdVvb9Eum7AeQg-JTsP652tWBi9RosZZMcyJJNJKu6PwUQh_jsG7_2_2wDkvn9iZOM65G9CfYzNuqakz_ZVMduKIMtQDYWYH3F7f9gPlqImVOYwmapSdO0CprAfaqd_BZKCDgqhcGvWiAabKjKL09eyDw4d-5udqUeJb4boA2nZPsTDmZMFRX9prYFBk2cuuUlN0-jGQYgeSgKRoJ0Yfdp5z7pT5dRymrG5HuYkkOh21DoWwPJ2Ia-aQhosR7iJV6A75wDQFgYjjAh_Dqq7oL76FOWPpak3IVgb58QWC4rmyZBSvHSYiyqIOs9iEd-6NFP79OvtOmPWDXVBO39P0v_aM_WuVsbHo9Ft_7dH453YnEkdT4hMKzUcgT_2TApp3kY9PyRhsRXSQFODhuYnimIxMZQUJvHUdWGkb3nmTU51Kox7s7s3mzy4DakYf8Bv5rkFuQUtlPIDVVXvRSBjiHWrGX4K15NMrmNABoWYxFln8ZE1zdxGjVcJp8Hs1Em_dF63f69MEqU0hiKmIsQcEeqnhgot2fa-B-OUFW9vC9bkltJmMbyT2CaRCCPn5RrPtr0s61o5yHYzREy0ZC3D9vmO2hTWEjm-QBw-LVrO2lkbxqMHJThB9GvHj38J8cONiiL0QQ3efhc54oMdoEEfCuHaRRPIedtpEFGtB7Q3Ehkjoq8Fb19h81OKBIsuYxAZFyQui3wiHAqoPvJcTq_tfjrn8dXBJs_o9mnOQZOp6ozo6MuclTGLJ2G-bu01X9zKzpQcego_UCdS8MEUwk1AwKT1uNB2SI1FH0pWT3c5jRYA9PK27rYKxGxseTCb3kVqAeeL3sFX9v7nsUgftzkVR4UApfK60kETOnYoYsUNs-F-zzwdwQ17w71lU7Bb5NIkzk9nW27PfVEkuiSAoSo4OnOIHqc5P5uoPJLAP8_zt7Sps73uVuTBJaM9WXY5_9LPQnSyTF1l1xGpWlIdguWtNrpNjWUe3ucXR9Tpk6chrfCURyv2XwJDBi4Ae518V7Jb7-3j6xh5O7k4X5tOTeLl3tz7YQutXs9EBbxBNh4d3j8CMQyFPZEDvGPUJI_pHXwvn2aQxWwkxUrb3TT5a_UXT2MGZ44pk6BaLBLV4XMYJNoyICPTRXFQNxQrBwrsnIUPU--GZeNwxYIBVjhYr-JYHJdY2da5Hl1vbp64Ik0cfr1Cm99N6xCV92zOPdOEqy0s1fszByYEEnjYl5RXB1HOgMlQsiJ8J8qXIfP0f_hhvYeqPzmmRI9iGFfjl-HfVMtiJyhpavDDbfCTIJu9eHyofxRApVYuaNWxlfk1aAN-t_-d4mqpT8CaXemzY2T9NhvBPNcDSZuppzf6MPlbowjtAJkhQv7w-Iumqat-mJUa69erPtmWjxVNd_KWC1X1hah794Lj2WRK-CmFnHjjzzQcuI1PV7XwxxpqYPh19nW8Rs7_6G39eDyRBMTyJ922Tk81JBRKInliyGPznPHKDWTKIG5iDkaCnsxhGUaxDnsgPo-l8y
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.sparkpostmail.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F0YnOo-USQFnSWlL8VS_OjA~~%2FAAS2yhA~%2FMENoR06WqU-I3lfLTcGA5tpGqkg3yH0WZd9AYOP2XsOkBmPRiCbGQh0rFalEHqVft6ma3IOASc11EN92L6dU3sKXkTF5MJyqm2SqovH0dwiS-iXhjMaX-99W88qVuMyRH3WefgbvP_h545bOhrEmSXOrENMPhiK5Zm6SBLQlLGBeN_mm49JM4ov4r_-x5oocQ9LtG1fgRotrJoQzomEX1kJL9H6geJEjVguP9A_K41_Ww_4h0nq7aVunDVZeWsA2ZHhFNrAiLNp9BIL2PM5bwZ0TS0OmFektMQ8xxhG8nIiaeu5JKGQ7TDRBSaKYdStWiYMV3UTxo9x3yIwAuZUrkpQTiL4T44gFbBLImEjQBaLMcHm9m8zop8bkUXrPw6C8RJxjUdOIgyD-w4GKS4AqeqGEiUf3WyL3fmudKYNYu3HYra54Z540SCCI-2ARTpu8AK9UKOci9pwV7MkpXS4IaAXTxvC_qkOc0zHdvnOplEXbcmHN6vuimge8ZFiCEgoKb47MLEGdlxPtd8Hi5yFcRVcQfW3-wkDhaKjNFi-lbuHTTeRpCbidot-qN08qh6rlCR71Ou780ChMIneV73c0G5B8IoT8cHCjCcr-rwEgt6IpaZPfIRX09UmB6JfuwgA3TCawRuc908hAiDQFkjQH06xQ_AJYy5Y9y49HWC47IE0DjJfg0Zp5S-_0FZ85pe9VgAhxMjJ74wqIZBRFK9pdmMvm7wpOMnocpZV1j1cexTJ1iJBqpNdAMQaCTr4RbdRYw1-k84efZzt0lzRNCI8KwHkUEb8ii9qSJO-QFu3bDer-1fVzJt7BiTw9lBwQvsnFN3GUvRh_pbGkUbJWcoDxzNYtAED5goQvyvb2zraew_FqVoA51Gw_ekYPp7mu8F1lt46wAYvSy7dsVbzodIwM-tWh4JDmUQmqfpNcEeDcdXfl2i-m4Q9c3G_I0A3dyN2K4YcrEYwLe4bxrNjCCpGvEe9jvsGm2nmWjKmji-L2IpYd-HXhK-1_0zSKVHRSavxvDtcGsbqABhQsdDHi9vZ1Ufn5As7kvo5ATWyA-VOV3kAcPD6slj_JaClRIrcpRrCBYru0OFTdxqlM4FaGaS0kRXWmFuV676BoUQfW3C_0ocopcW0YYJbZP-F8yIeq0OOJ64Ne2BHRhqZ3U58dq2OdgI3xQMTMoGaRlVOMWOcEilEOJGy4QNYQwKi0dY2y1cmyKjgZ6hMFUTqfag3kDybcymJu8_5frbeKt1eZYd7PvvPBawVLvcI3222LYq2NxcrFmynIz4c8-NhSGb7z3Hd4qzHJEL0ZXnbkaAGLFJag7JT7mk5xTBCd66iV5WM1wSD9kv4O63mrOzfkz4kbfbVh33aCwm3cXDtL04tm5dnx3d5wOXsN74BI3QAtEvYqt_gQh4xTqxDe_EPrZil3Y3tpMuvp8U2SoTx6tDjNklpw2CrG-9S8TmTu3pK4tITqqOAVK1W1G3w5vcR00w1Qo3S0VhZu2Ag3fHJne47nuLyjbnNpQuI43XiP-FpGLx9sSk-awIfHs8h7M57woCKH7aCM40P-gUfbDfKy5DvtS3qJp7gWlcgY4QOTLMWbM4AynAV4Ol-O_cfOXn5szQ2GJF79xnkc9NqxhX186OQRudmgYAsXe0naePfi1NnFS3Ho2L0ErQoP-Q6BnC25Aue9ZbmncINAPIgdf1rLD6FzxoSqXRJDGX3dgasPC9H7QAG5sOSsP1HPqg77coOUZ0pLylEOlqr4S-rSk-loex7lbjGMGPLw5f69FEKLCXv9sHkcTqtHlZHwAOectC2Uah3oIhNXMKnhykC6mqVVUJzvDf0jlu5ZKt7ZIiD9NdhtNbS-jb7NEBcWygRKeuJYbxAXsXM5Zn0QsaOVlntEK2gECe_teJ2tKUu06VnUpROePgybSaRsZR5xx7LsjyFuvB3aYmr5G_MoCBTjX
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.sparkpostmail.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F0wzJPG25J5-U-PZ9cueD3A~~%2FAAS2yhA~%2FWM4jcxRR2Fv5E6-tQCfjxy-zEZSJQoqljjd5XWqQIeQrm97T1asTRskeLiVf4NGzMfq2BFl4CmsrYxYsY7ukCYmsSuMbHEsmZaqrtfZim6JfZNFtuCSE-IAmjmh3-KVLA1PztEHto-JvKe6zQjbnFSfaXG7S80ixt0te6uSywlQznh0ZMwuYqPAIGslmL9xNL-KLdXKPAFSPA3ZToFNcb5RVwqka2RiQe_LRTUzcfzAI05stYZFYe6wE-IR5EdtuhEAHM87MMUM_Hj28MZqX9VoDW_zSt0ghVuKPE4PBNVISYrX7qypHsxroKNlirAaAkkeVHJW0nwA6d-Q_sHb-4sowiPGxQ4dz7z5Cv5gc_ZlkaYzQLVAGZX0cytFVz4HxCvVxWyPri_BigFbBhKM5STBNjbrZVYcNFVQdNHExskllKJf5qKA3uWGLvdYVTAniVj6KW4OVU8PE3srn2nDieEDOoqpwUC8O_zoU-NCp7vdjPRl9DoXSyiuzE8w1qtuY7mNQBs2kedDQ5UvxJ7DTuT9hobv0Rt40z0lNnWEXs4n9VtLSgwhIufMGvh0cPegvHcWUzfjdFWDv72VzMu8VcrKGT_Epw7kGtay9fj8fydc_0GXCXTPY28lLMWSqmSHJbNT-k5P6ib0jLH5vgsZV0ZjHfMM3e831D8WjD3uBOjvT-rqnucdH4FFnGNrsWUiCa4WwqOeSRughWzmDyslyp6rUuUqVoUcbAaZzHV3xPhd9mUrCP9lxbYnzbnxw6MTBcUEo7U1UIFbfxDlgmpdn_d5BJ8RRFcUVl2HRj8N0Nb9SJJ55k3qRpXHmV-F1USBWX39s98Rl47D--uTIOndqPdyKMY9ptIHrUqzdPJlfN3cCFwbWxR8u71dnqLdwSFEGCpdrDBIU46WlKoXaSAvPWLtfXWNswTi5UnAY1I930pAEQ1ubjlTcPZpQjufWDjpFpizIo_0S1PD2Ys1P71AKwLsFv51RshMS51nQUMqQKfjy0AhJyEeIMrWhOocSpiNlqSPPQOveseZipUS7C7_2nS1AN0fJqVQmSFvAzK3LUfvA9budzZ5r4aB6cZvdCXLeZE8dWenkA-AHLojNCZGVwLVKopU7WA-yOPBPbr_OKQQgrXldTPZtSi_-lS5AL3XqnXDhK7huRRuAFqxvjjYfHhR8bNe07isBmiM6ydvkEgWqlR6hnZJBQ2cHkMl_-A0LJP7TR5zhHujj8M8E6GmfTTSN1iKGflK9_-egoWGT5U7tful7tVHQol1PvAW7C5j0IKLcu3AWo7Sw-6PNRpgK8VVaYL1NlRjde2kmYFiaqAVw5UTASfiDkZ6Dt3ng4hK9CEQyN0gtraDhXBqqPMTJHZmJ4df4bFopKVHIdVBpwq3u01XwKBiL1V7vRetvFJYCB_Gmzwaj0sQcNqBbTldo2MvIkFrWgqnNKxf32aHBQ45nkjm8s0aKyplW7nG4nXWEuXtv6UlVXrQlqX6GSeNQD4ZGGqwDXXIMo5WLUtX2cRQWEZhLmwlwDtJmw69qHMZAUpwG2Jd7oSTE6tyof6m7gtSExMZqqDW6qpUoh7fc1o_LV6f-Zh4_Ic5dw0Hv7wS1Qu77xUblNInlp5GOmVVgnyazfFKZV78WXPSrCg_4H0QNiTVZb1am8_EJJmjK1EUqvgOjXHtOAGguwKLwy57TUQk6sqaPWq_yqM1zzVZRyjqwGy0LibmVVXVVj9HxjlYbVrrIBdCmi4ANXrkZ2TEBQD3RVp3MzJiMmYnWC7Ajijr5k00XEK4RE__-u1TtfSvHfY_hphG2ZEbABmAWIreiHl6LpUUgjfAQn6HENZur7VDpEwfY04iIolj7Pdc2tXzm5rwKb_rqN1JQm7sWXnp4Tmd6RS8Sr8M-6Ks3gY35oRFS35jN2_rKMzMwYDNIkTz3h6WsXNx9GzTnHINcdIM-PfENPES92
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https://piecenter.com/partner-programs/images-of-recovery/
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Ready Business Hurricane Toolkit 
 

Why Should Organizations Care About Hurricane Risk?   

Significant portions of the United States are at risk for the effects of tropical 

storms and hurricanes.  It is important that organizations throughout the 

country, including associations, businesses, and community groups, 

understand the risks and potential impacts and prepare accordingly. 

  

 
 

The Ready Business Program for Hurricane and the Preparedness and 

Mitigation Project Plan allow users to take action to protect employees, 

protect customers, and help ensure business continuity. 

 

Organizations can achieve six levels for recognition through the Ready 

Business Program. The levels include STAFF, SURROUNDINGS, SPACE, 

SYSTEMS, STRUCTURE, and SERVICE. The first five levels can be achieved 

either independently or as a group. The SERVICE level is achieved by 

completing requirements for STAFF, SURROUNDINGS, SPACE, SYSTEMS, and 

STRUCTURE levels in addition to the SERVICE requirements 

 

Benefits 

 
 

For more information, please visit:   

https://ccmedia.fdacs.gov/content/download/79714/file/Hurricane_Rea

dy_Business_Toolkit_Interactive_Final_508.pdf  

 

 

https://ccmedia.fdacs.gov/content/download/79714/file/Hurricane_Ready_Business_Toolkit_Interactive_Final_508.pdf
https://ccmedia.fdacs.gov/content/download/79714/file/Hurricane_Ready_Business_Toolkit_Interactive_Final_508.pdf
https://ccmedia.fdacs.gov/content/download/79714/file/Hurricane_Ready_Business_Toolkit_Interactive_Final_508.pdf
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https://www.flsarc.org/
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Florida EDEN: Mental Health 

Matters 

 

Disasters shake more than just the physical 

foundations of our lives—they can take a 

significant emotional toll as well, according to 

the Florida Extension Disaster Education 

Network (EDEN).  While the loss of property and 

disruption to daily life are often visible, the 

invisible impacts on mental health can be just as 

devastating. For Extension professionals, the 

responsibility of supporting communities through 

these events can bring added emotional strain, 

especially when navigating personal losses at 

the same time. 

 

The educational materials below aim to equip 

you with practical strategies to strengthen 

personal resilience and better support those 

around you. Together we can foster healthier 

communities that are more prepared 

emotionally and physically before, during, and 

after disaster strikes. 

 

Personal resilience plays a critical role in disaster 

response, especially for Extension professionals 

who serve on the front lines during crises like 

hurricanes. Resilience is the ability to reduce 

stress and adapt in challenging situations—

anchored by three key attitudes: 

challenge, commitment, and control. 

 

Research from UF/IFAS following Hurricane Irma 

showed that while many agents demonstrated 

strengths in learning and connecting with 

others, they also faced mental fatigue, stress, 

and unclear expectations—factors that 

impacted their ability to meet job demands. 

This educational resource outlines practical 

strategies for building resilience, including: 

• Clarifying disaster response roles 

• Offering targeted training 

• Promoting support services and peer 

connection 

 

By strengthening these skills and attitudes, 

Extension professionals can better balance 

personal and professional responsibilities and 

serve their communities more effectively in 

times of need. 

 

Follow Florida EDEN on Facebook, Instagram, 

and Twitter to stay updated! Visit 

our webpage to learn more and access 

disaster preparedness resources.  
 

 

https://thepiecenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=418df07bfb29016dfe47a6eb7&id=221c75ef06&e=dfcce30d8a
https://thepiecenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=418df07bfb29016dfe47a6eb7&id=da2d3dd467&e=dfcce30d8a
https://thepiecenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=418df07bfb29016dfe47a6eb7&id=1b950b25e6&e=dfcce30d8a
https://thepiecenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=418df07bfb29016dfe47a6eb7&id=40a631dc68&e=dfcce30d8a
https://thepiecenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=418df07bfb29016dfe47a6eb7&id=fd8dcd1ba7&e=dfcce30d8a
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The Florida Disaster Preparedness Guide for Animals and Agriculture 
 

The Florida Disaster Preparedness Guide for Animals and Agriculture was developed by FDACS and 

Florida SART.  This guide explores the various animal and agricultural sectors in the state of Florida that 

are at risk from natural and man-made disasters, and what you can do to help prepare and protect 

animals and agriculture before a disaster strikes.  The recommendations and resources in this guide 

are applicable to preparing for all hazards such as hurricanes, floods, wildfires, disease introduction, 

hazardous material spills, and more. 

 

This publication is available only to SART members.  To access the Florida Disaster Preparedness Guide 

for Animals and Agriculture, visit the SART website at flsart.org, and navigate to the “Resources” tab.  

It may also be accessed directly at:  

https://flsart.org/resource/DisasterPreparednessGuides/DisasterPreparednessGuides.jsp  

 

 

 

 
 

https://flsart.org/resource/DisasterPreparednessGuides/DisasterPreparednessGuides.jsp
https://flsart.org/
https://flsart.org/resource/DisasterPreparednessGuides/DisasterPreparednessGuides.jsp
https://flsart.org/resource/DisasterPreparednessGuides/DisasterPreparednessGuides.jsp
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Become a Volunteer of the Florida Veterinary Corps Today! 

 
 

.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://flsart.org/getInvolved/vetcorps.jsp
https://flsart.org/getInvolved/vetcorps.jsp
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Be Sure to Check Out the FDACS and UF IFAS Partnership Video 
 

Florida SART, FDACS, and University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS) 

teamed up to create a training video on their disaster response partnership.   
 

        
 

Published in December 2022 on YouTube, the video features interviews with LeiAnna Moorhead 

(FDACS Emergency Programs Manager), Dr. Saqib Mukhtar (UF/IFAS Associate Dean for 

Extension, Agriculture, and Natural Resources), and Dr. Angie Lindsey [Extension Disaster 

Education Network (EDEN)].   

 

EDEN is funded by the USDA and is a collaborative multi-state effort by cooperative extension 

services across the country to improve the delivery of services to citizens affected by disasters. 

 

 
 

Dr. Lindsey highlighted the important connection that agricultural extension agents have 

throughout the State of Florida.  “We learn so much from our Extension agents and the work that 

they're already doing throughout the state and the work that they do within their own 

communities for disaster preparedness, recovery, and response,” said Dr. Lindsey. 

 

To view the video for yourself, and to like or comment, please visit: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sl1Xsjd-FCw 
   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sl1Xsjd-FCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sl1Xsjd-FCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sl1Xsjd-FCw
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UF/IFAS Florida Gardening Calendars  

 

The Gardening Calendar publications on the UF/IFAS Solutions for Your Life website gives Florida gardeners a 

monthly guide for what to plant and do in their gardens and includes links to useful gardening websites, all based 

on University of Florida research and expertise.  Three different editions of the calendar provide specific tips for 

each of Florida's climate zones—North, Central, and South. 

 

What to Plant in September - University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (ufl.edu) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

Counties, is your contact information up to date on the SART website? 

 

Please review your county emergency contact information at: 

https://flsart.org/resource/countyinformation.jsp.  

 

If you need to make changes to your county contact information, please 

send a request to LeiAnna Moorhead at LeiAnna.Moorhead@FDACS.gov. 

During an emergency, ESF 17 and SART provides necessary food and water 

to affected areas to help protect animals, agriculture, and pets.   

 

 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_lawn_and_garden
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP451
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP450
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP452
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/edibles/what-to-plant-in-september/
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/edibles/what-to-plant-in-september/
https://flsart.org/resource/countyinformation.jsp
mailto:LeiAnna.Moorhead@FDACS.gov
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 C A L E N D A R     O F      E V E N T S 

Small Animal Emergency Sheltering Training 

 

Florida State Animal Response Coalition (FLSARC) provides Small Animal Emergency Sheltering 

training for Florida communities. These courses teach the unique procedures, skills, and 

knowledge necessary to build and operate a temporary emergency animal shelter in response 

to natural disasters and animal cruelty cases.  These courses were created and designed by 

experts from many organizations including Florida SART, University of Florida Veterinary Emergency 

Treatment Service (VETS) Team, and leadership of FLSARC. This training is state-certified by the 

Florida Division of Emergency Management.  

 

Awareness Level 1 Operations Level 2 

• August 9 – Sarasota 

• August 23 – Glades 

• September 20 – Broward 

• TBD  

 
To register, visit: https://flsarc.org/training-classes-events 

 
 

SART-Sponsored Animal Technical Rescue Training 

Florida SART sponsors a limited number of trainings annually at no cost to participants.  Registrants 

must be Florida residents serving communities in Florida to be eligible for participation.  These 

trainings will take place at the Florida State Fire College (11655 NW Gainesville Rd, Ocala, FL 

34482). Participants are responsible for their own travel costs and meals, but registration fees are 

covered by Florida SART for these classes.  We encourage all participants to bring their own Class 

C helmet with chinstrap and gloves for handling rope to training. Limited quantities of PPE may 

be provided by the UF VETS team. 

AWR – 8 Hours OPS – 24 Hours 

• October 20, 2025 • October 21-23, 2025 

To register, visit: https://bit.ly/SART2025ATR  

 

SART Partners Meeting 

 

The following meeting is by invitation only to primary representatives of SART partner agencies 

and are not open to the public: 

• Monthly Virtual Meeting – September 24, at 10:00 a.m. via Microsoft Teams 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

        In the News… 
 

• Commissioner Simpson Announces State Protection of Agricultural Land (FDACS)  

 

• Paws, Pump, Repeat: Keeping Hearts Beating (UF Veterinary Medicine)  

 

• Hurricane Preparedness for Forage Crops in the Southeast United States (UF IFAS) 

 

 

 

 

•  

 

https://flsarc.org/training-classes-events
https://flsarc.org/training-classes-events
https://bit.ly/SART2025ATR
https://www.fdacs.gov/News-Events/Press-Releases/2025-Press-Releases/Commissioner-Wilton-Simpson-Announces-State-Protection-of-Agricultural-Land2
https://www.vetmed.ufl.edu/2025/08/12/paws-pump-repeat-keeping-hearts-beating/
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/AG439#FACTOID-34
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Did You Know?  SART Offers Pet-Friendly Sheltering Online Training 

 

The Pet-Friendly Sheltering Online Training is the first of its kind to be offered in Florida.  The 

Training gives guidance to private, local, and state entities on how to plan for and operate a 

pet-friendly shelter to ensure that individuals evacuating from a disaster with their household 

pets are accommodated.   

 

 
 

This training includes useful information on how to:  

 

• Use the Incident Command System in pet-friendly shelter planning and operations; 

• Plan for a pet-friendly shelter; 

• Understand the Pets Evacuation and Transportation Standards Act (PETS Act); 

• Establish partnerships for resource coordination; 

• Deliver a unified message for resource coordination; 

• Deliver a unified message to the public before, during, and after an emergency, and;  

• Set up, operate, and demobilize a pet-friendly shelter.   

 

 
 

The four-hour course is designed for emergency managers, county employees, veterinary and 

animal services, and shelter volunteers.  There is no charge for this 100% online course.  For more 

information, please visit www.FLSART.org.  

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.flsart.org/
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Food Safety and Food Defense Report 

A special section dedicated to feed and food emergency planning and response.  

FDACS Division of Food Safety is responsible for assuring the public of a safe, wholesome, and properly 

represented food supply through permitting and inspection of food establishments, inspection of food products, 

and performance of specialized laboratory analysis on a variety of food products sold or produced in the state.  

The Division of Food Safety monitors food from the farm gate, through processing and distribution, to the retail 

point of purchase.  

  

Ag Commissioner Encourages Floridians to Choose Pasteurized Milk Products from Florida Dairy Farmers 

 

 
 

Following a recent update from the Florida Department of Health on reported illnesses linked to the 

consumption of raw milk from a Florida dairy, Florida Commissioner of Agriculture Wilton Simpson and the 

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) are encouraging Floridians to protect 

their health by only consuming pasteurized milk products. 

 

“Florida’s pasteurized milk supply is safe, nutritious, and closely controlled from the farm to your local grocery 

store,” said Commissioner of Agriculture Wilton Simpson.  “There have been no reported illnesses from 

pasteurized milk products in Florida, so Floridians should continue to buy and enjoy nutritious and 

wholesome dairy products from Florida farmers.” 

 

Milk and milk products have a wide array of nutritional benefits, but raw, unpasteurized milk can contain 

dangerous germs and pathogens that pose serious health risks to humans.  Pasteurized dairy products are 

subject to rigorous safety standards that are strictly enforced by state and federal regulatory agencies. 

Products that undergo pasteurization are regularly inspected, tested, and held to enforceable public 

health regulations to ensure consumer safety. 

 

“Pasteurization is a process that has been utilized to kill harmful pathogens in food for nearly 150 years and 

is the most common method utilized today to eliminate potentially harmful pathogens in milk 

products,” said Dr. Matt Curran, Director of FDACS’ Division of Food Safety. “Raw milk can contain 

dangerous pathogens like E. coli, Listeria, Salmonella, and others that can cause serious illness, especially 

in young children, older adults, and people with weakened immune systems.” 

 

Pasteurization is a widely used process where milk is heated to a specific temperature for a set time to kill 

harmful germs and pathogens. Raw milk and raw milk products are not pasteurized and, therefore, are at 

high risk for contamination. Raw milk and raw milk products are not approved for human consumption in 

Florida and can only be sold with a label clearly stating that the raw milk is not for human consumption.   

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

also recommend that consumers avoid raw milk and dairy products made from raw milk. 

 

For more information about Commissioner Simpson and the Florida Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services, visit FDACS.gov. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.floridahealth.gov/newsroom/2025/08/20250806-florida-department-health-provides-update-raw-milk.pr.html
https://www.fdacs.gov/About-Us/Meet-Commissioner-Simpson
https://www.fdacs.gov/
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About the SART Sentinel 

 The SART Sentinel is an email newsletter prepared monthly by the members of the Florida State Agricultural 

Response Team on the Florida SART website at www.FLSART.org. 

If you have a story or photo that you would like to have considered for publication in the SART Sentinel, please 

contact the editors. 

Editing Services:  The Turner Network, LLC under contract with the Florida Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services, Division of Animal Industry.   

E-mail: flsart@turnernetwork.com  

Associate Editor:  LeiAnna Moorhead, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of 

Animal Industry.   

E-mail: LeiAnna.Moorhead@FDACS.gov   

SART Resources and Links 

 

Please log in and update 

your membership 

information online at:  

 

www.FLSART.org   

 
 

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza – USDA APHIS Flock Defender 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-

disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program/outbreak-

illness/outbreak-illness  

 

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza in Dairy Cattle 

https://ccmedia.fdacs.gov/content/download/115892/file/2024-

HPAI-Dairy-Cattle-Announcement.pdf  

 

Large Animal Incident Response Plan Template 

https://flsart.org/resource/TLAER  

 

Pet Sheltering Resources 

https://flsart.org/resource/petshelter  

 

Ask IFAS: Disaster Preparedness and Recovery 

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/entity/topic/disaster_preparedness_and_reco

very  

 

FDEM Vector Control Quick Guide 

https://flsart.org/pdf/Vector Control Quick Guide.pdf  

 

SART Response Equipment List and Request Information 

https://flsart.org/resource/equipmentrequest.jsp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.flsart.org/
mailto:flsart@turnernetwork.com
mailto:LeiAnna.Moorhead@FDACS.gov
http://www.flsart.org/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program/outbreak-illness/outbreak-illness
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program/outbreak-illness/outbreak-illness
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program/outbreak-illness/outbreak-illness
https://ccmedia.fdacs.gov/content/download/115892/file/2024-HPAI-Dairy-Cattle-Announcement.pdf
https://ccmedia.fdacs.gov/content/download/115892/file/2024-HPAI-Dairy-Cattle-Announcement.pdf
https://flsart.org/resource/TLAER
https://flsart.org/resource/petshelter
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/entity/topic/disaster_preparedness_and_recovery
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/entity/topic/disaster_preparedness_and_recovery
https://flsart.org/pdf/Vector%20Control%20Quick%20Guide.pdf
https://flsart.org/resource/equipmentrequest.jsp

