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UF Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences: The expert 

next door



FloridaτThe Land

ÅSurrounded by water
ÅGood: Beaches, port access
ÅChallenge: Beach erosion, invasives

Åά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘέ ōȅ ǿŀǘŜǊ όŀǉǳƛŦŜǊύ
ÅGood: Ample water supply
ÅChallenge: flooding, sinkholes, water quality

ÅSubtropical climate
ÅGood: Tourism, agriculture
ÅChallenge: hurricanes, flooding

ÅNatural beauty
ÅGood: Tourism, migration
ÅChallenge: overpopulation, 

environmental harm



FloridaτThe People

ÅPopulation: 20.6 million (2016)

ÅEthnically diverse

ÅLarge foreign-born population (19.7 %)

ÅTrends: 
ÅGrowing (24.5 million by 2030)
ÅMore diverse
ÅAging (24.1% will be +60 by 2030)

Sources: US Census Bureau; FL legislature Office of Economic and Demographic Research



FloridaτThe Economy

Å4th Largest Economy in U.S.

ÅMajor Industries
ÅTourism

ÅInternational trade

ÅAgriculture



UF/IFAS Extension

ÅOrganization
ÅAdministered by University of Florida Institute of Food and 

Agricultural Sciences
ÅhŦŦƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ст ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜƳƛƴƻƭŜ ¢ǊƛōŜ
ÅPartnered with Florida A&M University, state agencies, 

private organizations, local governments

ÅStatistics
ÅSupported by thousands of faculty members, scientists, 

educators, administrative staff, and volunteers
Å24.3 million personal connections with Floridians (2015)



Major Programs

ÅAgricultural production 

ÅWater quality, quantity

ÅNatural resources & environmental quality

ÅSustainable energy

ÅHealthy lifestyles

ÅCommunity resources & economic 
development

ÅYouth development (4-H)



Impacts

Å24.3 million client contacts (2015)

Å84% said Extension information solved their problem

Å94% report information was accurate and up-to-date

Å33,549 volunteers giving 1.2 million hours of service



Our Commitment

UF/IFAS Extension provides practical education you can 
trust, to help people, businesses and communities 
solve problems, develop skills and build a better future.



How is Extension Different 
Today?

ÅMore diverse clientele

ÅGreater use of technology, mass media

ÅEmphasis on natural resources, balancing production 
& sustainability, healthy lifestyles



Looking to the Future

Extension must stay ahead of the times, anticipating 
challenges and providing solutions to future problems.



Climate & The Environment

Challenge: Climate variability, sea-level rise

Solution: Coastal planning, disaster resilience

Challenge: Conflicts along urban/wildland interface 

Solution: Urban forestry, land stewardship programs



What is Our Role?

ÅRecognizing change

ÅRaising awareness of and providing solutions for 
developing issues

ÅRelevant education content and delivery for diverse 
populations

ÅInternational cooperation 



Thank You!



UF/IFAS Extension: A Resource in 
Times of Disaster

Angie B. Lindsey



In Our Time Today

Å Discuss results of community preparedness 
perception survey by PIE Center

Å Current IFAS disaster preparedness & recovery 
resources

Å What is EDEN? 

Å EDEN Resources

Å Next Steps



FL Perceptions of Community 
Preparedness

Å PIE Center opinion survey conducted with FL 
residents in 2016

Å Developed from personal past work & research

Å Understanding perceptions can help

Å In development of proactive strategies, plans 
& tools

Å In recovery efforts

Å In messages about disaster preparedness & 
recovery



FL Perceptions of Community 
Preparedness

ÅSurvey examined perceptions of: 

Å Their communities and likelihood of a disaster

Å Vulnerabilities of their communities to different 
types of disasters

Å Overall preparation for disaster

Å Own preparation for disaster



Key Findings

Å Overall respondents feel community is prepared 
for natural disasters 

Å Unsure about man-made disasters

Å Confident in law enforcement & local & state 
government in their abilities to handle disasters

Å Indicated a need for more programs

Å Programs may exist and respondents are not 
aware

Å Disaster preparedness programs should be high 
priority for local officials

Å Media & web are crucial tools



IFAS Resources
ÅLocal & State

Å Emergency Management

Å Collaborate & Coordinate with county & city EOC & 
emergency management teams

Å Local Programs & Outreach

Å Local outputs

ÅIFAS

Å EDIS ςElectronic Data Info Source (edis.ifas.ufl.edu)

Å The Disaster Handbook (disaster.ifas.ufl.edu)

Å Disaster Prep and Recovery

Å(Solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu)



IFAS Extension Resources



What is EDEN? 

ÅExtension Disaster Education Network 

Å A Network

Å Developed from lessons learned from 1993 
Midwest Floods

Å Mission: To reduce the impact of disasters 
through research-based education

Å Linking w/federal, state & local agencies/orgs

Å Anticipating future disaster education needs

Å Providing timely, credible info.

Å Networking



EDEN Members

Å 250 Volunteers from more than 75 different areas 
of expertise

Å From 1862 & 1890 Land-Grant Institutions & Sea 
Grants

Å Liaisons form USDA NIFA, NOAA Sea Grant, ECOP

Å Each institution has one point of contact (POC)

Å Can have additional delegates 



EDEN Resources
ÅEDEN.LSU.EDU

Å Agricultural disasters

Å Families & Communities

Å Hazards & Threats

Å Human Health

ÅResource Catalog

Å Searchable database (different languages)

Å Webinars

Å Online Course Materials (Family Preparedness, 
Ready Business, Pandemic Preparedness, Plant 
Biosecurity, AgroSecurity)

http://eden.lsu.edu/
http://eden.lsu.edu/


EDEN Resources


